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Increasing Sense of Self-Control over Pregnancy:
Information Seeking Patterns of Pregnant Women's
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to construct a substantive theory that described and explained how pregnant women
are seeking information in context of pregnancy. A qualitative design based on the method of grounded theory was
utilized. In—depth interviews were conducted with 16 pregnant women, selected by theoretical sampling who receiving
antenatal care 3 different university hospitals. The interview data were transcribed and systematically analyzed
according to the open coding, axial coding and selective coding. 'Increasing Sense of Self—Control over Pregnancy'
was the core category for describing and guiding the process of seeking information during the pregnancy. To construct
a theory of 'Increasing Sense of Self—Control over Pregnancy' in this study, eight hypothetical statement were generated
from the relationships among the core category and the other categories, thus four patterns were derived as follows:
Desperately Seeking, ‘Actively Seeking, Unconcernedly Seeking, Resignedly Seeking. The implications of the findings
are discussed in terms of development of LIS theory in Korea, theory development of information behavior, education
for LIS, and information service practice. The suggestions for further research are provided.

Keywords: Pregnancy, Pregnant women, Information seeking pattern, Qualitative research, Grounded
theory, Substantive theory
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32) Suzanne M. Miller, “ Monitoring and Blunting: Validation of a Questionnaire to Assess Styles of Information
Seeking under Threat,” Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, Vol.52(1987), pp.345-353.

33) Judith Palmer, “Scientists and Information: I Using Cluster Analysis to Identify Information Style,” Journal of
Documentation, Vol47, No.2(1991), pp.105-129.

34) Miller, op. cit.

35) Palmer, op. cit.

36) Lesley Degner and Jeffrey Sloan, “Decision Making During Serious Illness: What Role Do Patients Really Want
to Play?,” Journal of Clinical Epidemiology, Vol.45, No.9(1992), pp.941-950.

37) Florence J. Van Zuuren and Heleen M. Wolfs, “Styles of Information Seeking under Threat: Personal and
Situational Aspects of Monitoring and Blunting,” Personality and Individual Difference, Vol.12, No.2(1991), pp.
141-149.
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39) Mckenzie, op. cit., p.21.
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- 142 -



Al Tig AobEAld B4 19

RS Qale] A SRR AudT Aol v, Ui, 228)7] 98 4k g
OB} FTB), HEAL FTE), ARG FFIN, BAE AA FTH9) A8/ REAEA
UL LA O Helgom, Azt SFo] wek Wasl), ets) 5], S1sre] 3
HOR Uehgt) olefd JuFTel HNAES N5 Auste] 4584 AuAe HHoR
A2 Hgolek & 5= ek olE @ SJrlolr] JuFT AP A W34 g APal

ACIEL, A ANE st B Shs) ol AnFraA A dole mafah
Zh wom ole) g AuET A3k AN s) DAYt 59 A4 W ehe
Agroleks BN W, AN, T, WA BEA WehE Uekge)

B A7AT QRS oleld ARFT) WA APHAE ANFTE 5 4l v A

448 40T FEse] QA AWS WA IR EH PRI TAY, & 4A B
3 T o, el ok weksh T REe weeld A8 Yusle 7k Rolt olejw
AuETE QUREA Q8] FYE olsiala Qe elnE Agol ke o], A

A A A5 %‘H A A Jauee] dure Felzel tASHS FAAA YA

1w o 1=

=
=]

o
L

re

H 12 l‘lr
= o

1_4

B ATFE IANEE A&t R FEFFHEPS ke MEEY 7HA BAleA
Ao HRFTY] FPF S Ak AAClES TSIt & ATHH 2ACEe] A}
A W73 A AeAEH) & 20 R it o] gEl, AR BRRIG dFel] wkEsle T
gk F71A7F ofd e, ARS|9F Afote] AT AR A1 Aol A 7%4 2 ou] AT A 2R
st A9 BES FESE Y FIAE Eoe FellM 4T 4 Heud S 33t mE)
A B A9 Dervind6) Kuhlthau4?) Mckenzie8) 9] Oqﬁ—uéﬁr AZF olafe] A= FfrErh

42) Caroal Collier Kuhlthau, “Inside the Search Process: Information Seeking from the User's Perspective,” Journal
of the American Society for Information Science, Vol.42, No.5(1991), pp.361-371.

43) Caroal Collier Kuhlthau, Seeking Meaning: a Process Approach to Library and Information Services(Norwood,
NJ: Ablex Publishing, 1993).
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