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The Relationship of Stress, Coping and Partnership between Nurses and
Parents of Children Hospitalized in the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit
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Purpose: This study was conducted to describe the relationship of parents' stress, coping, and partnership
between nurse and parents whose children were hospitalized in the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit. Methods:
A descriptive correlation study design was used. The participants were 81 parents whose children were
hospitalized at S-hospital located in Seoul from October 18 to November 27, 2012. This study used the
'Parental Stress Scale: Pediatric Intensive Care Unit,' the coping scale, and 'Pediatric Nurse Parents Partnership
Scale, PNPPS'. The data were analyzed using t-test, ANOVA and pearson correlation. Results: The parents of
children hospitalized in pediatric intensive care unit were experiencing high level of stress (3.22+0.82). There
was a significant positive correlation between parents' coping and nurse parents partnership (p <.001),
however there was no relationship between parents' stress and coping, and parents' stress and nurse parents
partnership. Conclusion: Nurse-parents partnership had significant relationship with parents’ coping In the
care of children hospitalized in pediatric intensive care unit. The results of this study provided a foundation
to recognize importance of nurse parents partnership and to develop intervention program for nurses and

parents to improve their partnership.
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Table 1. Characteristics of Subjects (v=81)
+
Characteristics Categories n (%) Mean 5D
(Range)
Relation to child Father 21 (25.9)
Mother 60 (74.1)
Age <30 10 (12.3) 35.0+4.52 yrs
31~34 30 (37.0) (27~46)
35~39 21 (25.9)
> 40 20 (24.7)
Marriage Marriage 75 (92.6)
Divorced 6 (7.4)
Level of education Highschool graduate 27 (33.3)
University graduate 45 (55.0)
A graduate school 9(11.1)
Occupation Father Office work 7 (33.3)
Professional 2(9.5)
Self employment 7 (33.3)
Etc 5(23.8)
Mother Housewife 42 (70.0)
Office work 6 (10.0)
Professional 6 (10.0)
Self employment 3(5.0)
Etc 3(5.0)
*Economic status < 200 20 (26.3)
(unit: 10.000 won) 201~400 41 (53.9)
> 400 15 (19.7)
Child's gender Male 40 (49.4)
Female 41 (50.0)
Child's age <lyr 39 (48.1) 3.0+£215yrs
1~4 yr 15 (18.5) (1~6)
5~6 yr 27 (33.3)
Medical Diagnosis Circulatory 35 (43.2)
Respiratory 7 (8.0)
Gastrointestinal 17 (21.0)
Neurologic 22(27.2)
Number of 'PICU hospitalization No 50 (61.7)
1 18 (22.2)
Over 2 13 (16.0)
Days of hospital days < 3 days 52 (64.2) 5.7+8.28 days
3~6 days 17 (21.0) (2~52)
> 7 days 12 (14.8)
Ventilator apply Yes 63 (77.8)
No 18 (22.2)

*No respondents are excluded.
YPICU: Pediatric Intensive Care Unit,

B0H9UT FRE P wth 715e] 94L 201-4008H10] 41
o 53.9%) 08 7P Wt

0] 457 (55.60) 0.2 714 wkth of o] AP sloto] Ao Hol7} 407 (49.4%) 0] 3L, ojobrt 417
33.3%7} 22 AR ) 2R o]l aL, oJH Y 9] 70.0%7F (50.6%) 0.2 B3}, Hat AH-2 3.04% ). 1A4] ojqt
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A, eI £22(2.78+0.807), w719 YPF(2.59+
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0.6178)' o]}, 12|t A s d 54 (3.15£0.817),
ZropEZat AEl A QFA(3.03+0.88%)", 'AFS] A R 2]
TE 9% =2 (2.8410.95%) &0 & YERTH

ghop it - to Abee] E YA Ha= 57 Ao 3
t3.96£0.995 01910, 519] Y F 7 = vEhd <
A2 YR FH(4.3810.747)' Ak 2] 12429+
0.677)", '"&2(4.17+£0.827)", 'AEH A A1} 714x(3.88+
1.067)", '"1743(3.83+0.897)", '"F54(3.80+0.85%)'
o8 UEoH, 'OARRF(3.681£0.997)" el 7t
@A UEth(Table 2),
3. et E40]| M2 250 AEHA X U ZISAIR}

9|

TELAA

B Ruo AEY A, X
<

7} Zeh(Table 3), UYHA

Table 2. Stress, Coping and Nurse Parents Partnership (V=81)
Variables Categories Mean=£SD
Stress Treatment and nursing 3.39+0.82
Parental role alteration 3.38+0.72
Communication between parents and medical team 3.32+0.75
Child's appearance 3.2710.82
Child's behaviour and emotion 3.26%+0.86
Environment and noise 2.78%0.80
medical team's behavior 2.59+0.84
Total 3.22+0.82
Coping Positive view and efforts for family integrity 3.62%0.61
Efforts for problem solving 3.15+0.81
Efforts for self esteem and psychological relief 3.03+0.88
The effort for social support 2.84+0.95
Total 3.23+0.74
Nurse parents partnership Shared information 4.38+0.74
Cautiousness 4.29+0.67
Collaboration 417+0.82
Professional knowledge & skill 3.88%+1.06
Sensitivity 3.83+0.89
Reciprocity 3.80%£0.85
Communication 3.68£0.99
Total 3.96+0.99
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Table 3. Stress, Coping and Nurse Parents Partnership by Subject's Characteristics

Stress Coping Nurse parents partnership
Characteristics Categories
MeantsD ' F  Meanzsp " F  Meantsp 'O
02) 02) 02)
Relation to child Father 325+027 0378 3241038  0.064 4.06+0.59 0.977
Mother 321+042  (.103) 3.2310.42  (.670) 3.92%0.52 (.183)
Age <30 3.18+0.29 0.82 3431052  0.001 3.8410.54 0.297
31~34 3291014  (.500) 3251045 (979) 3.93+£0.47 (.828)
35~39 3.02+0.06 3.21+0.35 3.96+0.57
>40 3.38+0.16 3.14+0.10 4.05+0.62
Marriage Marriage 322+£040  0.281 3.24£041  0.006 3.93%0.53 1.19
Divorced 325+0.16  (756) 3224045  (.255) 4.36+0.60 (.405)
Occupation Father Office work 330+0.28  0.339 3347035 0.234 3.831£0.49 0.492
Professional 3.13£0.11  (.797) 3.26£0.14  (871) 3.94%0.95 (.693)
Self employment 3.20+0.37 3.15+0.48 4.15+0.69
Etc 335+0.27 324+0.41 424+051
Mother House wife 3.19+0.43 0.324 323+042 0.149 3.95+0.55 0.783
Office work 338041  (.860) 3261034  (.963) 3.95+0.43 (.542)
Professional 3.21+051 3.28%0.60 3.65+0.31
Self employment 3.36%0.36 3.08%+0.18 4,091+0.64
Child's gender Male 3.19+046  -0.682 329+041  1.064 3.99+0.53 0.517
Female 3.25£0.31  (.145) 3.19£0.41  (.788) 3.92£0.55 (.830)
Child's age <1yr 3241029  1.460 3324043  1.780 4.01+0.57 0.556
1~4 yr 3.07£051  (.237) 3.10£0.48  (174) 3.8310.43 (.576)
5~6 yr 3.29+0.42 3.18£0.31 3.96+0.54
Medical *Circulatory” 3.15+£040  0.205 3391035  3.450 3.95+0.56 2.838
Diagnosis Respiratory” 3241029  (.892) 3.34£0.33  (.007) 3.64+0.34 (.046)
Gastrointestinal®  3.23+0.35 296+039  a>c 3.631+0.48 a,b,c<d
Neurologic* 3.19+0.38 3.12£0.42 4.15%0.54
Number of TPICU  No* 3221033  0.003 3324038  4.893 4.05£0.53 2.865
hospitalization 1P 3224052 (997) 3181048  (.025) 3.94+0.56 (.064)
Over 2° 3.23£0.40 298+034  a>c 3.65+0.48
Ventilator Yes 3271033  1.902 3291036 2.259 3.99%0.50 1.018
No 3.07+0.52  (.061) 3.04+053  (.027) 3.83+0.67 (.312)

*Post hoc: Scheffe test,
TPICU: Pediatric Intensive Care Unit,
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Table 4. The Relationship among Stress, Coping and Nurse Parents Partnership
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Stress Coping Nurse parents partnership
Variables

t(p) r(p) r(p)
Coping -.026 (.822)
Nurse parents partnership .023 (.850) 642 (<.001)

Table 5. The Relationship between Parents Coping and Nurse Parents partnership (V=81)
Nurse parents partnership subcategory
Total Recipro- ioifeEs i ... Communi- Shared Collabo- .
) knowledge  Sensitivity . . ) . Cautiousness
city . cation  information  ration
& skill
Coping Total 642 581 344 486 .509 533 .606 575
subcategory (<001) (<001 (.034) (<001)  (<001) (<001)  (<001) (<.001)
Efforts for 503 475 158 328 468 505 496 401
problem solving  (<001) (<.001) (.182) (<.001) (<.001) (<.001) (<.001) (<.001)
Positive view and .522 532 286 372 304 436 428 525
efforts for family  (<.001) (<.001) (.028) (<.001) (.032) (<001). (<001) (<.001)
integrity
Efforts for 522 485 387 449 354 355 443 414
selfesteem and (<.001) (<.001) (<.001) (<.001) (<.001) (<.001) (<.001) (<.001)
psychological
relief
The efforts for 455 341 205 361 469 430 512 412
social support  (<.001)  (.033) (.082) (<001)  (<001)  (<001) (<001)  (<.001)
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