sl AFoFEr 3] %] A23W A3E L %CCan Korean Journal of Clinical Pharmacy

Kor. J. Clin. Pharm., Vol. 23, No. 3. 2013 m o a Official Journal of =
) amm [orean College of Clinical Pharmacy
WA Available online at http:/Awww.kccp.or.kr
pISSN: 1226-6051

olofE Alzie| 2|43 QIAl0| YES T 201 M &S olofE
Aig EMloz

Mols' - Hxjs’ - 2oH2)*
TARFOStn ofSfE) ofstE CAISLNStE =715
20134 79 104 AHS - 20134 9 134 4 - 20139 9€ 17 £9))

Factors Which Affect Risk Perception of Medications
Containing Asbestos

Mi-Sook Jeon], Jae-Hoon Cheong"*, and Aeree Sohn**

"Department of Pharmacy, Sahmyook University, Seoul 139-742, Korea
2Department of Health Management, Sahmyook University, Seoul 139-742, Korea
(Received July 10, 2013 - Revised September 13, 2013 - Accepted September 17, 2013)

Objectives: The purpose of this study was to identify the factors which affect risk perception and attitude on govern-
ment risk management over medications containing asbestos among parents of elementary school students. Methods:
This research design was cross-sectional study using self-administerd questionnaire. The survey subjects were parents of
elementary school students in Seoul, total of 1,051 subjects. The survey period was from June through July of 2011.
The collected data were analyzed using the SPSS 20.0. Results: The subjects perceived high risk regarding medica-
tions containing asbestos. About 83.6% of the subjects perceived that the result taking of medications containing asbes-
tos was fatal, 82.8% felt that medications containing asbestos was a very serious social problem, 79.5% agreed that
medications containing asbestos was a new type of threat. The risk perception for medications containing asbestos was
related to political affiliation, attitudes of dealing medicines, main use of media, and personal communication credibil-
ity. Those who did not believe that the current government policy was correct and the government was working toward
the public's benefit and not its own had the higher level of negative attitudes towards the government’s risk manage-
ment over the case of medications containing asbestos. Conclusion: In implementing government policy, all informa-
tion should be efficiently and accurately communicated through a transparent implementation process. Also, the
government must have plans for countermeasures in case of an emergency and respond efficiently in order to maintain
their credibility. Moreover, this highlights the need for health authorities to exert more effort in increasing public educa-
tion/awareness, especially those concerning drug and dug-taking behavior, in order to harness positive attitude and trust
towards the government’s policy. For a more effective risk communication, the media, health experts, government repre-
sentatives, and related industries should work together.
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Table 1. Descriptive statistics of the study variables.
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Variables Scales Mean SD Min. Max.
Socio-demographic characteristics
Gender 0: men, 1: women 0.86 0.35 0 1
Education level 0: high school or less, 1: college or higher 0.86 0.35 0 1
Job status 0: no job 1: having job 0.53 0.50 0 1
Political inclination 0: neutral/conservative, 1: liberal 0.25 0.44 0 15
Knowledge and attitudes variables
Government credibility 15.12 3.73 6 30
L 10 items
Knowledge of medication 0: incorrect/ don’t know 8.78 1.04 2 10
15 items
Attitude of medication H'lgher score means th'at _the subjec.t he}s a positive attitude. 5350 5.56 31 70
1: strongly disagree, 2: disagree, 3: neither disagree nor agree, 4:
agree, and 5: strongly agree
Source credibility variables
TV, radio, newspaper, and internet credibility - 8 items
Mass media credibility ngher score means th:.;tt the subject ha§ a pos;tlve credibility. 404 1137 3 30
1: strongly disagree, 2: disagree, 3: neither disagree nor agree, 4:
agree, and 5: strongly agree
credibility of the information of hospital or pharmacy - 6 items
Interpersonal higher score meant the subject had a positive credibility 3813 1030 6 60
communication reliability 1: strongly disagree, 2: disagree, 3: neither disagree nor agree, 4: ’ ’
agree, and 5: strongly agree
Dependent variable
Risk perception of 7 items of risk perception hlgher‘score meant the
A .. subject had a higher risk perception
medications containing as . . T o . . 26778 3.86 11 35
bestos 1: strongly disagree, 2: disagree, 3: neither disagree nor agree, 4:

agree, and 5: strongly agree

Opinions of government
management and policy of the
case of medications

containing asbestos agree, and 5: strongly agree

7 items of opinions of government management and policy of

the case of medications containing asbestos.

Higher score means that the subject has a positive attitude. 19.74 5.86 7 35
1: strongly disagree, 2: disagree, 3: neither disagree nor agree, 4:

SD: standard deviation
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Table 2. Socio-demographic characteristics of the subjects.
N (%)
Characteristics N %
Men 144 14.0
Gender
women 881 86.0
Less than 40 469 45.8
Age (years)
40 and over 556 54.2
) High school or less 149 14.5
Education level )
Colleger or higher 876 85.5
Less than 3,000,000 144 14.0
Income 3000,000 to 5,000,000 416 40.6
5,000,000 and more 465 454
Total 1,025 100.0
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Table 3. Risk perception of medications containing
asbestos: the percentages of “agree/strongly agree”.

(N=1,025)

N %
New type of threat 815 795
Involuntary 794 775
Out of control 705  68.8
Result of medications containing asbestos is fatal 857  83.6
Catastrophic level of danger 603 58.8
Serious social problem 849  82.8
Individual’s serious problems 494 482
Mean (SD) 26.8 (3.9)

SD: standard deviation
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Table 4. Opinions of government management and policy of

the case of medications containing asbestos : the percentages
of “agree/strongly agree” .

(N=1,025)
Item N %

Announcing reality 170 16.6
Reflecting the opinions of experts 260 25.4
Prevent recurrence through identified responsibilities

219 214
clearly
Communicating with public through providing rapid,

. . . 206 20.1

accurate, unbiased information
Efforts to understand for accurate and fair coverage 205 20.0
Providing accurate information to public through vari- 201 196
ous consumer groups or organizations ’
I can trust for all managing policies of government 104 10.1
Mean 19.74 5.86
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Table 5. Correlation matrix of the variables. (N=1,025)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1. Knowledge of medication -

2. Attitudes of medication .05 -

3. Government credibility -.04 -.04 -

4. Mass media credibility -.02 07* 21k -

5. Interpersonal communication credibility .02 3R 4k SOHEk -

6. Risk Perception 07* 1 8x** -.03 06* 3 -

7. Opinions of government management and policy -.02 4 J2%EE Q7 .08* .04 -

% p<.05, ¥* p<.0l, *** p<.001

Table 6. Results of multiple regression analyses toward risk perception of medications containing asbestos. (N=1,025)

B SE t p
Gender -.03 36 -.00 -.080 936
Socio-Demographic Education level 23 34 .02 679 497
characteristics Job status -31 26 -.04 -1.225 221
Political inclination .62 28 .07 2.226 .026
Government credibility -.03 .03 -.03 -1.037 .300
Knowledge and attitudes ~ Knowledge of medication 20 A1 .05 1.740 .082
Attitudes of medication 12 .02 17 5.303 .000
Media use -52 24 -07 -2.170 .030
Media variables Mass media credibility -01 .01 -.01 -274 784
Interpersonal communication credibility .04 01 12 3.114 .002

SE: standard error
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Table 7. Results of multiple regression analyses toward opinions of government management and policy of the case of

medications containing asbestos. (N=1,025)
B SE t p
Gender -701 525 -.042 -1.334 183
Socio-Demographic ~ Education level -1.485 495 -.089 -3.003 .003
characteristics Job status -837 368 -071 2275 023
Political inclination -.950 399 -071 -2.381 017
Government credibility 480 .048 306 10.054 .000
Knowledge and Knowledge of medication -.094 165 -017 -573 566
attitudes
Attitudes of Medication 156 .032 .148 4.900 .000
Media use -.268 348 -.023 -.769 442
Media variables Mass media credibility -.009 .019 -017 -476 .634
Interpersonal communication credibility 016 .021 .028 774 439
Risk perception Risk perceptions of medications containing asbestos .036 .045 .023 782 435

SE: standard error
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