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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to investigate the expression of harmful social behaviours in breeding
pigs. Totally 64 pure breed pigs were assigned to determine the effect of breed (Yorkshire and
Duroc) and sex (male and female) on the expression of each harmful social behaviours at the GGP
level commercial breeding farm. Sucking, bothering, fighting and pushing behaviour were selected
the notable harmful social behaviour. The most prevailing and the highest proportion of time spent
in harmful social behaviours were bothering and sucking, respectively. Total frequency of bothering
and fighting were more in Duroc than Yorkshire. Yorkshire had more proportion of time spent in
sucking whereas fighting was more in Duroc. According to sex, female pigs had more frequency
of sucking and pushing whereas fighting was significantly more in male pigs. The female pigs
showed more time spent in sucking whereas bothering and fighting was more in male pigs.

(Key words : Harmful social behaviour, Breed, Sex, Breeding pig)
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Table 1. Experimental breeding pigs for
behavioural observation.

Breed | N0 | sex | Mo of
Yorkshire 32 Female 32
Duroc 32 Male 32
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Table 2. Notable harmful social behaviours.

Classification Definition and category
Suckin Sucking by mouth the belly, breast, tail or neck lying laterally or ventrally
& pigs more than 30 seconds

Bothering Biting or h.eadin.g the ear, tail or leg lying laterally or ventrally, sitting,

walking, eating pigs
L Attack mutually more than 10 seconds when walking, eating with biting or

Fighting .
heading

Pushing Pushing continuously using mouth and head when lying laterally or ventrally

Fighting Pushing

Fig. 1. Photographs of the notable harmful social behaviours.
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Table 3. Total frequency of harmful social

behaviours.
Classification No. of frequency
Sucking 53
Bothering 120
Fighting 52
Pushing 14
Total 239

Table 4. Total time spent for harmful social

behaviours.
Classification Spent time
Sucking 9:24:32
Bothering 9:02:20
Fighting 2:36:23
Pushing 0:45:45
Total 21:49:00
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Table 5. Effects of breed on the frequency
of harmful social behaviours.

Classification | Yorkshire| Duroc Total
Sucking 43 10 53
Bothering 50 70 120
Fighting 13 39 52
Pushing 7 7 14
Total 113 126 239

Table 6. Effects of breed on the time spent
for harmful social behaviours.

Classification | Yorkshire| Duroc Total
Sucking 8:45:44 | 0:38:48 | 9:24:32
Bothering 4:41:19 | 4:21:01 | 9:02:20
Fighting 0:13:54 | 2:22:29 | 2:36:23
Pushing 0:13:50 | 0:31:55 | 0:45:45
Total 13:54:47 | 7:54:13 |21:49:00
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Table 7. Effects of sex on the frequency
rate of harmful social behaviours.

Classification | Female Male Total
Sucking 12.15 3.80 15.95
Bothering 20.51 29.62 50.13
Fighting 5.06 24.30 29.37
Pushing 3.04 1.52 4.56
Total 40.76 59.24 100.00

Table 8. Effects of sex on the rate of time
spent for harmful social behaviours.

Classification | Female Male Total
Sucking 27.2 3.2 304
Bothering 17.5 28.9 46.4
Fighting 1.7 18.4 20.1
Pushing 1.9 1.3 3.1

Total 48.3 51.7 100.0
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