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Understanding Sensible Design through John Dewey's Transaction
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Abstract

In the past, the enlargement of perception through media was 'information’. From now on,
however, the primary objective of media is to consist not in conveying information but in
sharing the values of 'emotion’ and 'experience’ that are perceived through information.
Individual emotional becomes an issue due to the limitations of the ideology of modernism and
the pervasiveness of the autonomous perception in the human thinking that started in
postmodernism. If we once again talk about a function—focused, sensible approach for the sake
of marketing in the current era that has impinged on the limits of mammonism, we must keep
in mind that 'emotion,” presently retaken as the originary, human value and the value of new
communication, may come to an end any time. Therefore, th current thesis is designed to
examine John Dewey’s 'transaction’ as a method for figuring out the concept of emotion, the
perceptional function latent in humans. Dewey'’s ’transaction,” which is a term that refers to the
reciprocal relationships between humans and environment and the accompanying totality of
perceptive process, interprets human emotion, user experience and environment as the organic,
circular relationships. For such understanding, one must break out of the boundary of the past,
dichotomous communication between the subject and the object to expand into the perceptional
relations in a wider environment, in order to seek design methods that would help dismantle the
borderline that has so far separated the developer from the user, share sensibilities, and express
experiences.
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