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A Study on the Change in Health Teacher Placement Standards and the Problems
in the Placement Policy
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ABSTRACT

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to provide basic data for a more reasonable health teacher placement policy
sending teachers to more appropriate sites, by analyzing the change process of the health teacher placement
standards and the problems caused by an unreasonable placement policy.

Methods: This study mainly analyzed relevant research data and existing studies focusing on a literature analysis.
Results: To date, the placement policy for health teachers has changed, going through expansion, reduction, and
retrogression, since its establishment. The standard, placing health teachers only in elementary schools with more
than 18 classes, was created in 1952. Despite the expansion of the role of health teachers and the revision of
the school health law in 2007, this standard has been applied to date without modification. In the meantime, there
have been many problems caused by inappropriate placement of health teachers. It was difficult for health teach-
ers in large schools to carry out proper health education; and, in many schools, passive health management, such
as first aid, health tests, and student health management, was mainly executed rather than active health
management. Students in small schools were not even given an opportunity to receive health education and health
management owing to the absence of health teachers. Also, compared to teachers teaching other subjects, health
teachers have had very unfair placement standards.

Conclusion: The placement policy for health teachers, which has been applied to the present, has never reflected
social change, the increase of student health issues, and the demand from the school area. Although the role of
health teachers expanded with the execution of health education, the current placement standards for health
teachers are very unreasonable. Accordingly, it is necessary to review the health teacher placement policy in a
reasonable manner and to revise the standards considering the reality.

Key Words: Policy, Health education, Health care, School
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<Table 1> Health Teacher Placement Criteria
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<Table 2> Established Contents of School Health Act & Decree
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<Table 4> Yearly Health Teacher Placement Situations Comparison

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Division

n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%)
Elementary 4,241 (73.0) 4,217 (72.3) 4,247 (72.5) 4,225 (71.8) 4,219 (71.6)
Middle 1,523 (49.5) 1,549 (49.9) 1,566 (50.0) 1,619 (51.3) 1,623 (51.2)
High 1,428 (65.2) 1,444 (64.9) 1,418 (62.9) 1,525 (66.8) 1,568 (68.15)
Special 128 (85.9) 134 (89.3) 127 (84.7) 131 (84.5) 133 (85.3)
Total 7,320 (65.2) 7,344 (64.9) 7,358 (64.6) 7,500 (65.4) 7,543 (65.5)

Note. Source: 2012 Statistical yearbook of education reconfiguration (http://cesi.kedi.re kr/)
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Note. Source: Analysis of the present state of school health education. Legislators Park, B. H.
policy research report (2011-10) reconfiguration, Seoul: Legislators Park, B, H, & HEF, 2011,

[Figure 1] Implementation status of school health education in the 16 cities.
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<Table 5> Health Teacher Placement Rate by Number of Classes

Placed school Unplaced school
Number of classes Elementary ~ Middle High RPNC  Elementary  Middle High RUNC
n n n % n n (n %
6 Classes under 53 30 5 6.6 516 645 94 93.4
6~2 Classes under 840 68 79 423 820 331 197 57.7
12~18 Classes under 340 119 116 55.7 144 176 138 443
18~24 Classes under 602 407 182 85.7 21 118 59 143
24~30 Classes under 657 514 281 91.1 8 73 60 89
30~36 Classes under 617 384 430 93.8 2 30 62 6.2
36~42 Classes under 579 137 257 927 0 11 12 23
42~48 Classes under 334 39 182 99.3 1 0 3 0.7
48~52 Classes under 137 10 46 99.0 1 0 1 1.0
52~58 Classes under 92 4 21 100.0 0 0 0 0.0
58~62 Classes under 26 0 1 931 1 0 1 6.9
62~68 Classes under 12 0 0 100.0 0 0 0 0.0
68~72 Classes under 3 0 0 100.0 0 0 0 0.0
72~78 Classes under 3 0 1 100.0 0 0 0 0.0
78~84 Classes under 1 0 1 100.0 0 0 0 0.0
Total schools number (/) 4,292 1,712 1,600 7,610 1,514 1,384 627 3,525
Total rate (%) 73.9 55.3 71.9 67.0 261 447 28.1 33.0

RPNC=rate of placement by number of classes; PUNC=rate of unplacement by number of classes.
Note. Source: Improvements of health education in schools. Legislators Jung, D. E. policy research report (2009~10), Seoul: Legislators Jung, D.

E., & HEF. 2009.
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