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= Abstract =

Comparison of Components of Self-directed Learning
Discribed in the Students' Evaluation of Explicit Instruction
and Implicit Instruction Regarding Self-directed Learning

Seung-Urn Choe

Seoul National University

Eun-Sook Kim

Seoul National University

Science gifted students enrolled in a program, where classes had either explicit or implicit
instruction about self-directed learning, were asked to write what was satisfying after each
class. This process was part of the evaluation of the program. Students' descriptions related
to self-directed learning are compared in these two classes, one with explicit instruction and
the other with implicit instruction. First, most of the components related to self-directed learning,
which were reported in the previous research articles, were mentioned in students evaluation.
If there was any specific description regarding what was satisfying, there were components
of self-directed learning. Students descriptions were consistent with list of self-directed learning
components, which was constructed based on the previous research. Therefore it may be
concluded that students recognized most of the reported self-directed learning components
and satisfied with them. Second, There were differences in the evaluation of two types of
classes. The evaluation of class with explicit instruction contained more self-directed learning
components more frequently. For example, students worked in small groups in both classes.
However more students mentioned small groups in classes with explicit instruction. As a result
the explicit instruction appears to be more effective for students to recognize the self-directed
learning components. However some of the components mentioned in classes with implicit
instruction were not mentioned in the classes with explicit instruction. Therefore classes with
explicit and implicit instructions are complimentary with each other and both instructions
are necessary.

Key Words: Self-directed learning, Explicit instruction, Implicit instruction
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