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(Abstract)

The Influence of Age of Acquisition
in Hangul Word Recognition

Hye-Won Lee Sun-Kyoung Kim

Department of Psychology, Ewha Womans University

The age of acquisition effect is the phenomenon in which the words acquired early in
life are processed better than the words acquired later in life. Age of acquisition and word
frequency are critical factors in lexical processing. In this study we examined the age of
acquisition effects in Hangul word recognition. In Experiment 1, we examined the AoA
effects in word naming and lexical decision tasks. The results showed that there was an
interaction between task and age of acquisition. The AoA effects appeared only in the
lexical decision task. In Experiment 2, we examined the relationship between age of
acquisition and word frequency in the lexical decision task. The results showed that the
two variables were significant. The early-acquired words were processed better than the
words acquired later, and the words with high frequency were processed better than the
words with low frequency. However, there was no interaction between the two variables. In
Experiment 3, we examined how phonological changes in Hangul words influence the AoA
effects. The results show that the AoA effects were similar whether phonological changes

occur or not. Qur results are discussed in terms of several theoretical hypotheses.

Key words : Korean, Hangul, word recognition, age of acquisition, word frequency, word naming

task, lexical decision task
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