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(Abstract)

The Influence of Self-Construal on Conditionalization

and Discounting Effect in Contingency Judgment

Kyungil Kim Tae Hoon Kim

Ajou University Kyungnam University

There are multiple process mechanism in causal reasoning, which is estimation of the
causal strength between cause and result. Further, because these mechanisms operate on
different time phase during causal reasoning, it is highly possible that different individual
difference factors are related to individual mechanisms of causal reasoning. Especially, the
phenomena of conditionalization and discounting reflect attention to multiple potential
causes when people infer the relationship between cause and effect. In this study, we
manipulated  self-construal which is an individual difference factor that reflects context
sensitivity in cognition. As results, no difference was observed in conditionalization between
individuals with an independent self-construal and those with an interdependent self-
construal. However, independent self-construal group was observed to be lower in
discounting than the interdependent self-construal group. The results indicate that
conditionalization and discounting are independent cognitive process in human causal

reasoning.

Key words : Causal reasoning, Contingency, Self-Construal, Conditionalizaton, Discounting, Individual

difference
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