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Background: There are some data to support the theory of a protective effect of parenthood against suicide, as proposed by Dur-
kheim in 1897. We conducted this study to examine the relationship between children characteristics and suicidal ideation among

Korean married women.

Methods: The data were obtained from the Korean National Health and Nutrition Examination Surveys IV, conducted in 2007-2009,
respectively (3,202 married women aged 20-49 years). The children characteristics are the age of the youngest child and the num-
ber of children living with subject. Data were analyzed by using logistic regression with SAS 9.2.

Results: The risk for suicidal ideation was higher among married women having a young child (aged <7 years). It had strong effect
on suicidal ideation in non-employee subjects. The odds ratio for suicidal ideation of women having a youngest child aged 2-3 years
compared with reference groups was 1.673 with statistical significance. But the association of suicidal ideation with number of chil-

dren shows insignificant.

Conslusion: The findings suggest a different result with the theory, the protective effect of being a parent of young child on suicide
risk for women, first suggested by Durkheim and supported by previous studies and the need for further prospective investigation
that lead to policies according children characteristics aimed at improving married womenss life.
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Table 1. Distribution of information about married women aged 20-49 years and differences in sucidal ideation related characteristics of subjects

Suicidal idation

Variable All subjects (n=3,202) Chi-square value pvalue
Yes (n=540) No (n=2,662)

Age of the youngest child (yr) 1.1175 0.7728
>7 1,913(59.7) 316(16.5) 1,597 (83.5)
46 535(16.7) 92(17.2) 443(82.8)
2-3 485(15.2) 89(18.4) 396(81.6)
<2 269(8.4) 43(16.0) 226 (84.0)

No. of children 4.0591 01314
1 1,019(31.8) 191(18.7) 828(81.3)
2 1,799 (56.2) 284(15.8) 1515(84.2)
>3 384(12) 65(16.9) 319(83.1)

Age (yr) 2.5444 0.2802
20-29 182(5.7) 30(16.5) 152 (83.5)
30-39 1,583 (49.4) 251(15.9) 1,332 (84.1)
40-49 1,437 (44.9) 259(18.0) 1,178(82.0)

Marital status 21.3791 <0.0001
Married 2,995(93.5) 481(16.1) 2514(839)
Others* 207 (6.5) 59(28.5) 148(71.5)

Educational attainment 3558 <0.0001
College or more 1,136 (35.5) 146(12.9) 990(87.1)
High school 1,664 (52) 295(17.7) 1.369(82.3)
Middle school 281(8.8) 62(22.1) 219(77.9)
Primary or less 121(3.8) 37(30.6) 84(69.4)

Residential category 25184 0.1125
Non-farm 2,665(83.2) 462(17.3) 2,203(82.7)
Farm 537(16.8) 78(14.5) 459(85.5)

Employment status 13.1124 0.0044
Salaried worker (regular worker) 625(19.5) 84(13.4) 541 (86.6)
Salaried worker (nonregular worker') 402(12.6) 88(21.9) 314(78.1)
Self-employed 550(17.2) 87(15.8) 463 (84.2)
QOut of labor market 1,625(50.7) 281(17.3) 1,344 (82.7)

Income 48.3854 <0.0001
1 (highest) 746(23.3) 87(11.7) 659(88.3)
2 846 (26.4) 121(14.3) 725(85.7)
3 824(25.7) 142(17.2) 682 (82.8)
4 (lowest) 786 (24.5) 190 (24.2) 596 (75.8)

Housing ownership 26.0592 <0.0001
Yes 2,023(63.2) 289(14.3) 1,734 (85.7)
No 1,179(36.8) 251(21.3) 928(78.7)

Existence of physical disorder 19.9367 <0.0001
No 2,685(83.9) 418(15.6) 2,267 (84.4)
Yes 517(16.1) 122 (23.6) 395(76.4)

Experience of depressive feeling 471.0385 <0.0001
No 2,732 (85.3) 298(109) 2434(89.1)
Yes 470(14.7) 242 (51.5) 228(48.5)

Values are presented as number (%).
*Qthers includes divorced, widowed and separated. "Nonregular worker includes temporary worker, daily worker, etc.
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