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The Influences of Moral Disengagement and Moral Emotions on
Bullying Assistant Behavior

1] A (Mijung Seo)”

ABSTRACT

The purpose of the present study which regards bullying as a group process was to examine the
direct and indirect influences of moral disengagement, empathy, and guilt on bullying assistant
behavior. The participants consisted of 442 6th graders from an elementary school(male : 227,
female : 215). The findings from this study are as follows. First, there are significant correlations
between moral disengagement, empathy, guilt, and bullying assistant behavior. Second, moral
disengagement have not only direct influences but also indirect influences through empathy and
guilt on bullying assistant behavior. Moral disengagement was the strongest predictor of bullying
assistant behavior. Finally, the implications for future research and intervention in bullying were

also discussed.
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<Figure 1> Diagram of paths in mediation models
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A8 A A7} Table 20 AA= o] 9

) B .
36302 U 3 RS UEAT. 3 Y4 og 570]
=

Bt 25t 651d oleEd LYSER ESFE(r = 40, p< 001), F3Hr = -39, p< .001)
5= B3 A7se aes FHe A 9 AAR@ = -34, p < 00) FFEO] HEFE
Pohe Ak MnA Be AL & F A ExAEel O Bol AQdE AL % 5
37 B4 Ax® AW A% HFL 225 Yok £YF o2 T3 = -14, p< 01) Z
o, weHEU] UhF ANEEZAEY BF AATH - 15, p< 00D)T 247 Folv g 27
 166010Th FAMAY AT 1S F VS BAFT glo), RYHOE gL
Hu7) 98] 74 WAEY A= HA=E e Ty AR A e HAdHE e U
@ 23 duE 60014 1012 Uehtorl etk mEE 34 33 DAz dae
BEE 25904 149 Alelel glol ThEF BT S4(p < 00D FrelFlakA et sisfele] 3
HEE <2, A < 90 FFFE A 5L 0% ges 435t okE 5ol /Y
2 H<QItHHong, Malik, & Lee, 2003). =S Aoy RS ) =)= A9 7o)
<Table 1> Means, standard deviations, skewness, and kurtosis of variables (V=442
Variable Mean Std. Deviation Skewness Kurtosis

Moral disengagement 2.09 49 -.03 -25

Empathy 3.63 1.07 -.60 -21

Guilt 2.25 48 -.18 -22

Bullying assistant behavior 1.66 .62 1.01 1.49
<Table 2> Correlations among variables (V= 442)

diserll\;[:;inent Empathy Guilt assisgulﬂl}{)l:}%avior

Moral disengagement 1

Empathy 214 %% 1

Guilt - 15 stk S 1

Bullying assistant behavior A0 ok -39k -3k 1

wkp < 01, *kxp < 001,
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e WA dojns] A FEEAS A o ANEHES FHF AT} Table 40 AN
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(B=-26,p< .00 & HAAZHB=-16, p< 001)  F7} FYRFAE #5387 s FE2EH
<Table 3> Path estimates of variables (N = 442)
Path of variables B g SE B CR
Moral disengagement — Empathy -31 -14 .10 -3.043
Moral disengagement — Guilt -15 -15 .05 -3.23kkx
Empathy — Bullying assistant behavior -15 -26 .03 -5.32k%x%
Guilt — Bullying assistant behavior -20 -.16 .06 =323k
Moral disengagement — Bullying assistant behavior 43 34 .05 8.2 [k

wkp < 01, skxp < 001,

Empathy
(-
— ) Bul_lying
disengagement .34 E:;I::«E:Q:
L J
Guilt -16™

<Figure 2> Path of influences on bullying assistant behavior
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<Table 4> Direct, Indirect, and total effects of the paths for the model (V= 442)
Path o varibls I
Moral disengagement — Empathy - 145 - - 140
Moral disengagement — Guilt - 15k - - 150k
Empathy — Bullying assistant behavior - 26% %% - - 263k
Guilt — Bullying assistant behavior - 16k - - 16k
Moral disengagement — Bullying assistant behavior RVEEE L0633 A0k (.022, .104)
w#kp < 01, *xxp < 001,
£ 100041 W Aato] RASSERon & FTH L AALE TR HY 9FL A
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