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<Abstract>

The purpose of this study is to examine the factors that affect the social competence of young children and to promote

the social competence development of the age group. The study gathered data from 21 childcare teachers and 255 mothers

of young children attending childcare centers in Incheon. Structured questionnaires were used for collecting data from the

participants. The findings are as follows: First, playfulness and social competence varied by the age and gender of the young

children. Boys outperformed their female counterparts in the sub-factors of playfulness such as physical spontaneity and sense

of humor. Age caused a significant difference in all sub-factors including physical spontaneity, social spontaneity, cognitive

spontaneity, manifest joy and sense of humor and the social competence of young children. Second, the study examined the

correlations among social competence, temperament and playfulness. A positive correlation was shown between overall social

competence and activity; social competence was negatively correlated with shyness but positively correlated with the sub-variables

of children’s playfulness. Lastly, emotionality, shyness, physical spontaneity, cognitive spontaneity, and sense of humor were

variables that had serious effects on the overall social competence of young children.
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Table 1. Demographic Characteristics (N= 255)
Item Frequency %
Boy 125 49.0
Sex
Girl 130 51.0
3 Years old 93 36.5
Age 4 Years old 86 33.7
5 Years old 76 29.8
Below 30 Years old 15/12 59/4.8
Father/ 31~35 Years old 65/121 25.5/47.5
Mother’s 36~40 Years old 113/92 443/36.1
Age Over 41 Years old 56/27 22.0/10.6
Non-response 6/3 24/12
Below high school graduate 62/77 24.3/30/2
Father/ College graduate 71/93 27.8/36.5
Mother’s University graduate 108/76 424/29.8
Education Graduate school or above 12/4 47/1.6
Non-response 2/5 0.8/2.0
Below 2,000,000 Won 8 3.1
2,000,000~3,000,000 Won 52 204
Monthly 3,000,000~4,000,000 Won 77 302
Income 4,000,000~5000,000 Won 62 243
Over 5,000,000 Won 54 212
Non-response 2 8
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Table 2. Descriptive Statistics for Variables (N=255)
Variable Range Min~Max M(SD)
Emotionality 1.00~5.00 1.00~5.00 2.83(.69)
Activity 1.00~5.00 1.80~5.00 3.83(.65)
Temperament
Sociability 1.00~5.00 1.00~5.00 3.99(.69)
Shyness 1.00~5.00 1.00~5.00 2.88(.70)
Physical spontaneity 1.00~5.00 1.75~5.00 3.52(.84)
Social spontaneity 1.00~5.00 1.60~5.00 3.36(.74)
Playfulness Cognitive spontaneity 1.00~5.00 2.17~5.00 3.11(.65)
Manifest joy 1.00~5.00 2.20~5.00 3.66(.71)
Sense of humor 1.00~5.00 1.40~5.00 3.11(1.01)
Social competence 1.00~4.00 1.67~3.96 2.71(.34)
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A S A= <Table 3>

AEAIE Doti7] 3] ttestE
2o

Froke] Aol et 71 helAE
fom, molAlY sty 2l 4l

I} F 72 (1=2.96, p<.01)oN A Fre] 3

Fel@ Aolr}

Aol

o] 2]z}

ERA) o

A A A4 (+=2.60, p<.05)
B 4141

Table 3. Distinction among Temperament, Playfulness, Social competence by Child’s Sex (N=255)
Boys Girls
Variable (n=125) (n=130) t
M(SD) M(SD)
Emotionality 2.83(.69) 2.82(.68) 13
Activity 3.86(.71) 3.80(59) 72
Temperament
Sociability 3.96(.74) 4.01(64) -58
Shyness 2.83(.74) 2.93(.67) -1.11
Physical spontaneity 3.65(.84) 3.38(.82) 2.60*
Social spontaneity 3.27(.75) 3.44(.73) -1.89
Playfulness Cognitive spontaneity 3.07(.61) 3.15(.69) -1.04
Manifest joy 3.68(.71) 3.64(.71) 50
Sense of humor 3.30(1.06) 2.93(.93) 2.96**
Social competence 2.69(.36) 2.74(.33) -1.21
*p < .05, *p < .01
Table 4. Distinction among Temperament, Playfulness, Social Competence by Child's Age (N=255)
3 Years old 4 Years old 5 Years old
Variable (n=93) (11=86) (n=76) F
M(SD) M(SD) M(SD)
Emotionality 2.94(.71) 2.70(.57) 2.83(.76) 2.65
Activity 3.86(.69) 3.83(.59) 3.78(.67) 32
Temperament
Sociability 4 05( 73) 3.90(.62) 4,01(.71) 1.07
Shyness 88(.71) 2.88(67) 2.88(.74) 00
Physical spontaneity 3.36(.76)° 3.54(89)™ 3.68(.84)" 3.09*
Social spontaneity 3.19(.66)° 343(.79) 348(75)° 3.89*
Playfulness Cognitive spontaneity 2. 95( 60)° 3.24(.66)° 3.16(.67)™ 479%
Manifest joy 4(71)° 3.66(.71)° 3.92(.62)" 1050+
Sense of humor 2.83(.80)° 3.23(1.04)" 331(1.14)° 5.73%
Social competence 2.61(.28)° 2.83(42)" 2.71(.29)° 9.38 %+

*p < .05, *p < .01, *¥p < .001
Alphabets indicate results of the Scheffé test
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oF 44 foHM=3.23, SD=1.04)¢} T+ 54 FoHM=3.31,
SD=1.14)7} 5k 34| frok(M=2.83, SD=80)Et} H2 o2
Bttt

T8 ARS)A FEo] o] (F=9.38, p<.001)olA] F2J &k 2}
ol& Bt st9] He b Apo]E Lol 7] flef AMFEA
o7 ASS AAS A, v 44 fro M=2.83, SD=42)7}
7k 34 ol (M=2.61, SD=28)%} T 54 FoHM=2.71, SD=
29)ET & Zo0F Uyt

2 fobel 4t A9, 714
2ol

3, w0l % AHH 5

frote] Absld w8 frobe] Al A, 714, fro
o|de] BAE %O}Hﬂ ?18ll Pearson &} BATE
a9tk 2 A3be <Table 5> A|A1E niel 2ok
A A SEe frob 7129 a9 WISl & (r=17,
p<05)# A2 FABAE, F55(r=-19, p<0])FH= 73
FAAAE e =3 ARSY T8 fof sl

she] WQIel A AW (=52, p<00L), AH1E Ay

Uepkow, 124 Ao A= gt 44 folM=3.24, SD= (r=:64, p<.001), VA A 2PLA (=167, p<.001), =12 £&
66)7} 7t 34 o M=2.95, SD=.60)ET} £ Ao e} (r=56, p<.001), FrH72Hr=50, p<.001) 25} H2 A
Table 5. Correlations among Sex, Age, Temperament, Playfulness and Social Competence (N=255)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
1. Sex") 1
2. Age -.00 1
3. Emotionality -01 -.08 1
Temper- 4. Activity -05 .04 .00 1
ament 5. Sociability 0401 12 B8 1
6. Shyness 07 02 .06 -53% B4R ]
7. Physical spontaneity -16** .11 .00 297 10 -15* 1
8. Social spontaneity 12 .06 -.08 11 .01 -.02 SoF ]
P_lzz;ﬁ;l 9. Cognitive spontaneity .07 ,04 -.06 217 10 -10 SaEE 631
10. Manifest joy -03 16 -02 26%*  14*  -15% O1%*  B5¥ p4r ]
11. Sense of humor  -18**  16* -03 207 A7% 0 L27% 47 Q3% BhE b5 1
12. Social competence .08 07 .03 17* 11 -19% B2RE e4r O7F Be*E BOR 1

*p < .05, *p < .01, **p < .001
! Dummy variable(Boys= 0, Girls=1)
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A Jehie, 37] S15ted 1A HARAL AN Asfolt) md 1
TAH gL AU, fol 7149 39l WA BEY g WA FYE E dgo] A8H o AAE el
o ¥84E, 4580 A4S AR B B UHd & A7y, 2 Ik 4 10 folo) 712 Frlel
ThL @ 4 itk R ol el B9l W A A, o] BAR O FHS(G=-18, p<05) FIF FYHL
S A, DA A 508, BAEE 4 EE A A0S tebdth 9 ME 29 1e] ok 014
S5 feigzte] Holdss A8 Seo] B YEY & #48 Ao2 ASA AR, pe00n)F AAH
g Sk AP (6=26, p<.001), fre3H2H(B=.22, p<.001)°] I3
wolo vrehdeh, mat 7149 59 Wele) BAA(8=10,
3. okl s 9%, 718, Bolgol AlgH S PO TS peO)E AT WRISE HER
n)x= AgA ok O B el frokel BAAdol =L FEeS WoH, A3
x_4| ;q_al-/ﬂq. o]x]x4 ;q_m-/d =il 0]31 7Vz Lo] %% /\}3;;];{4

sgo] ok A + Uk

B AFEA NN BT Fobe] FE A, 714, 50l
gol AHE)A s mA= 4P T4E 93 718 789 Frobe] ‘Abs] A s ol ik 2t WSS AHES do}
o= o B2 ylotslr] 93k VIFAIS=$} Durbin-Watson 7|4 B Y& WA 19 A A e d8e =skdey 1%

2 AR A% VIFASE 100261802 1050 @48t o d5ee ngon], fojug Wele gls 2o ey
A Aol BEEAAe BAE St 0% B 4 9o, oawslolA foke) 718 Sty 5% 37} 49
Durbin-WatsonZI 5% 139-1.62% 23} 2F A7148o] §1 @9 nglom, 7149 549 Welel £5L0] Folg g

Aoz fqeEo] FARLAS A% 7|8 7S wES pAE WRle s Bhgth B 3EAONA ol molde

12 % g F7hSIEY 53% 9] F7) A9 e neow 719 s
Table @& frolel A1 214 ) folel A1 & U PG 152, ol ) A Al A
Sl A1 SRl GBS AU GRAE 28 4, A48 ARY, HRATO] FIT FBE PIAE M

Table 6. Influences of Sex, Age, Temperament, Playfulness on Social Competence (N=255)

Social competence

Step I Step 1I Step III
B B B B B Ve
Sex” 05 08 07 10 05 08
Age .03 .07 .03 .07 .00 .00
Emotionality .03 .06 .05 10*
Activity .06 11 -.03 -.06
Temperament
Sociability -.03 -.06 -01 -02
Shyness -09 -18* -07 -14*
Physical spontaneity 03 07
Social spontaneity 17 37
Playfulness Cognitive spontaneity 14 264
Cognitive spontaneity .02 .03
Sense of humor .07 20w
F value 1.32 2.64* 32.10%*
R’ 01 06 59
R’ change - 05 53
DW 1.56

*p < .05, **p < .001
Udummy variable (Boys= 0, Girls=1)
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