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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine the image perceived by fathers of children
with Internet addiction. To achieve the study purpose, we conducted depth interviews
with ten fathers of children with Internet addiction who had been diagnosed as
At-Risk through a face to face meeting. The reason for choosing face to face
interviews was to listen to the subjective stories and descriptions from fathers about
the kind of fathers they are, which are felt and experienced in real life. More
specifically, we selected the depth-interview methods through structured questions and
non-structured questions. The interviews were held for two or three hours through an
individual meeting of ten fathers and data were collected in order to conduct a
categorical analysis. The figures discovered from fathers of children were divided into
four categories; the father figure who is indifferent to the Internet use of his child, the
father figure depending only on education through the Internet, the father figure who
is iIn a weaker point than the Internet and the father figure who is addicted to the
Internet. Based on the study results, we suggested the desirable behaviors, which may
be useful for both fathers and children with Internet addiction as well as a follow—up

study.

P Key Words : children with internet addiction, fither of children with internet addiction,
father—child relationship, qualitative study
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