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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to have a more perfect understanding of forest
kindergartens, to examine educational values important for the actualization of forest
kindergarten education and to suggest some of the right directions for forest
kindergartens. To serve the purpose, it was necessary to conduct qualitative research to
closely observe the experiences of preschoolers in a forest kindergarten and grasp the
meaning of their experiences. As a result, it has been found that the world of experiences
among the preschoolers in the forest kindergarten consisted of the following three fields:
The first was the field of real nature. The preschoolers found their own nature in the
forest kindergarten. The second was the field of aesthetics. The preschoolers acquired
aesthetic experiences in the forest kindergarten. And the last was the field of genuine
play. The findings of the study had the following implications for education: First, it's
important to provide enough time to preschoolers. Second, it’s important to reconsider the
meaning of preschooler’s activity spaces. Third, it's important to see the meaning of
genuine play and things to play with in a new light. The findings of the study show that
a forest kindergarten could serve as a meaningful space to provide happiness for

preschoolers.

B Key Words - ftorest kindergarten, children, experience world
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