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ABSTRACT

The present study was designed to examine fathers’ awareness and practice of picture
book reading with toddlers. The subjects were 221 fathers who have toddlers, and the
data collected by questionnaires were analysed by mean and standard deviation, and
frequency analysis. As a result, approximately 59% of fathers stated that it is essential to
read to their children who are 12 month old or less, and 36% of fathers answered that
they read books as much as their children wanted. The majority considered the emotional
aspect of picture book reading as being significant. Also, nearly half (46%) of the fathers
read books to their children 1-2 times per week, and 37% of them spent 6-10 minutes at
a time reading books. While reading books, 60% of the fathers explained text and
pictures to their children and a fourth of the fathers answered their children’s questions.
Also, while reading books, fathers tried to accept their toddlers’ responses positively.
However, they did not have much time to read books to their children and had little
knowledge on how to read books to infants. Further research and education programs on

picture book reading for fathers are needed.

P Key Words . picture-book reading, fther, awareness, practice
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