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Effects of Violence Victimization on Mental Health of Children and
Adolescents: Analysis of Mediating Effects of Self-concept

Sung, Kyung Mi" - Lee, Hanju?
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Purpose: The purpose of this study is to clarify mediating effects of self-concept on mental health of children and
adolescents who fell victim to violence. Methods: A survey was conducted on 4th, 5th, and 6th graders from 2
elementary schools and 1st, 2nd, and 3rd year students from 3 middle schools (n=2,391). Data were analyzed
using descriptive statistics and AMOS. Results: The mean scores of mental health and self-concept in the subjects
were 4.5 and 184.9 respectively. The rate of poor mental health in students who had fallen victim to violence was
more than twice as high as that in students who had never experienced it. The self-concept of students who experi-
enced violence had a tendency to decline. Violence experience and self-concept accounted for 47.7% (43.0%
for boys and 53.4% for girls) of the changes in mental health. The indirect mediating effects of self-concept were
significant. Conclusion: Based on the findings, the following is suggested. Schools should offer a self-concept
improvement program for students with a distorted self-concept caused by falling victim to violence. It could help
such adolescents have a positive self image and improve their mental health.
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2 Zolig, A% AxE 53 ttest, ANOVAS
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A51dit

1, UUHs S 2 FNAZT KfopHY

B AT A A = el 2418 578 & - F8tae]]
Aet F FUSHAY 2,391 0. 2 Fshafo] 48 1%, oJsHAio]
51.9%%ct. A7l dAke] shde 258k 43hd 14.6%, 5
hd 17.8%, 6313 16.6%, Z3tal 131 17.2%, 23hd 16.2
%, 38Pd 17.6%=2 78 3AIFEe] ‘FolgtaL SHet uid
A7} 72.8%E 7V Bokar, ‘AF 19.8%, BF 7.3%= VRS
o}, 86.9%9] thdA7F e} o] AaL JIglont 13.1%
= FRel o] AaL Q1] A g Rt o] AL 31%]
o, AT AR vlvkEE FAlF o)de] 19.4%, A2 AlF
0] 80.6%JTHTable 1),

B AT LA Bt 45802 ATl
URo W o5 AANIFL HF3to] et 4347 0= ot
AHTE 2 Z 02 Yehgth 258l 45hdo] 30802
Aol 7V £8kaL, ehdo] As8rE AN 7F
Ao 2 Yehsitt, 53] F8hul

o AT ATASISHY B4 | 2 WAl wk o] Atk 13hde] vjs) 5
Table 1. Mental Health and Self-concept by General Characteristics (N=2,391)
Mental health Self concept
Characteristics Categories n (%) ——  torF(p tor F (p)
M=+SD M=*SD

Gender Female 1,242 (51.9) 471425 2.206 184.5+25.85 -.765
Male 1,149 (48.1) 431373 (.027) 185.3£27.29 444)

Grade " Elementary 4" 348 (14.0) 3.0%3.46° 53.736 196.9+28.18" 62.747
Elementary 5" 424 (17.8) 3 4+3 54 (<.001) 193.0%27.00°" <.001)
Elementary 6° 397 (16.6) 3.6+3.47° 191.5£22 94"
Middle 1° 410 (17.2) 4.6+3.80 180.9+23.41°
Middle 2° 387 (16.2) 6.4%4,37" 172.8425.01°
Middle 3 420 (17.6) 6.0%4,01" 175.5%23.34"

Economic Low" 173 (7.3) 6.8%4.18" 41.885 168.7£24.61° 76.222

status Middle” 1,717 (72.8) 4.5+4.02 (<.001) 183.8+25.61° (<.001)

High* 468 (19.8) 3.6%3,55° 195.6+26.85"

Obesity " Normal 1,371 (80.6) 4.9%4.07 2,589 182.7425.76 4.436
Over Weight 331 (19.4) 5.614.00 (.010) 175.7+24.54 (<.001)

Living with No 314 (13.1) 6.114.45 6.979 174.6%£25.06 -7.475

both parents Yes 2,077 (86.9) 4.3£3.88 (<.001) 186.5+26.43 (<.001)

a>Db>c: Scheffé test.
T No-response excluded,
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Table 3. Mental Health according to Violence Experience

Variables

Korean general health questionnaire-20

Normal (< 12)

Total X (p)

Abnormal (> 13)

No violence experience
Violence experience

Total

1,409 (97.0)
884 (92.2)

2,253 (94.7)

43 (3.0) 1,452 (100.0) 226,404 (< .001)
84 (7.8) 644 (100.0)
127 (5.3) 2,380 (100.0)

Table 4. Direct, Indirect, and Total Effects in Mental Health Path Model

Dependent variables  Independent variables Total effect Direct effect  Indirect effect SMC
Total Mental Health Self concept -.642 (,010) -.642 (.010) - 477
Friend violence .171 (.010) .077 (.010) .094 (.010)
School teacher violence .029 (,044) - 029 (,044)
PI teacher violence .031 (.015) - .031 (.015)
Parents violence 1180 (,010) 111 (,010) .069 (.010)
Self Concept Friend violence -.147 (.010) -.147 (.010) - .056
School teacher violence -.044 (,044) 044 (,044) -
PI teacher violence -.048 (,015) -.048 (,015) -
Parents violence -.107 (,010) -.107 (.010) -
Boys Mental Health Self concept -.607 (.010) -.607 (.010) - .430
Friend violence 178 (.010) .071 (.010) .107 (.010)
School teacher violence .041 (.037) - .041 (.037)
PI teacher violence 061 (,022) 061 (,022) -
Parents violence .138 (.010) .089 (.010) .049 (.014)
Self Concept Friend violence -.177 (.010) -.177 (.010) .056
School teacher violence -.067 (.037) -.067 (.037)
PI teacher violence - -
Parents violence -.081 (.014) -.081 (,014)
Girls Mental Health Self concept -.670 (.010) -.670 (.010) - 534
Friend violence 196 (.010) .103 (.010) .093 (.010)
School teacher violence - - -
PI teacher violence .051 (,010) - .051 (,010)
Parents violence 1217 (,010) 117 (.010) .101 (,010)
Self Concept Friend violence -.139 (.010) -.139 (.010) - .066
School teacher violence - - -
PI teacher violence -.079 (.010) -.079 (.010) -
Parents violence -.151 (.010) -.151 (.010) -
PI=private institute,
FE 9 Z¥ g d o2 RE 9 %8, Aopdo] B £ A7AT A%l tiste] X725 o] %9 o4y
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Figure 1-A. Path diagram explaining mediating effects of self concept of total students.
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Figure 1-B. Path diagram explaining mediating effects of self concept of boys.
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Figure 1-C. Path diagram explaining mediating effects of self concept of girls.
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