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Changes in Suckling Behavioral Pattern in Fox Cubs'
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ABSTRACT

The aim of the present study is to obtain ecological data necessary for increasing the survival rate and effective
individual management of fox cubs by analyzing the behavioral pattern during the lactation period. The subjects
of the present study were baby foxes born in 2013 and taken care of at the species restoration technology
institute, Korea National Park Service. Our analysis on the lactation of fox cubs and their appearance pattern
outside the burrow revealed that the frequency and duration of lactation decreased with the growth of the cubs,
whereas the frequency of the cubs venturing outside the den, activity time, and distance ventured increased. By
the 30™ day after birth, in particular, the lactation behavior of the vixens largely decreased, and the activity of
the cubs outside the den increased accordingly. Thus, for future management of the propagation of fox
individuals for securing the original breed, it is necessary to increase the living food source. In addition, while
capturing foxes for individual marking of cubs born in the wild, it is desirable to capture cubs older than 30 days
not only for easy capture but also to minimize negative influence on the growth of the cub.
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Figure 1. Changes in the frequency of daily lactation
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Figure 2. Changes in the total amount of time spent
daily in lactation
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Figure 3. Changes in the average time per lactation
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