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Effect of news anchor’s gender on affect of viewers and memory of
news
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Abstract This research explores the effect of TV news anchor's gender on affect of viewer and memory of
news based on elaboration likelihood model. For this experimental research, 2 groups of subjects composed of
university students were exposed to different types of TV news and responded to survey questions about affect
and short-term and long-term memory. This research found that subjects exposed to woman anchor's news
showed higher degree of affect and short-term memory, but lower degree of trust than subjects exposed to man
anchor's news, but interactive effect of viewers’ involvement and anchor's gender as an peripheral clue was not
found.
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Category Case Mean SD
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total 45 315 1.06
low-inv. 20 395 094
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total 41 383 1.02
(Table 2) ANCOVA of involvement, gender,
affect
Category DF F Sig. eta
gender 1 8718 0.004 0.313
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(Table 3) involvement, gender, trust

Category Case Mean SD
low-inv. 22 3818 1.097

man high-inv. 23 3.826 1.029
total 45 3822 1.050

low-inv. 20 3.250 1.208

woman high-inv. 21 3.000 0948
total 41 3122 1.076

(Table 4) ANCOVA of involvement, gender, trust

Category DF F Sig. eta
gender 1 8992 0.004 0.316
involvement 1 0.224 0.637 0.054
_ gender.x 1 0341 | 031 | 0063
involvement
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(Table 5) involvement, gender, long—term

memory

Category Case Mean SD
low-inv. 22 6.090 2926

man high-inv. 23 8.087 3591
total 45 7111 3.39

low-inv. 20 7.100 3611

woman high-inv. 21 8619 4641
total 41 7818 4190

(Table 6) ANCOVA of involvement, gender,
long—term memory

Category DF F Sig. eta
gender 1 0.906 0.344 0.104
involvement 1 4501 0.037 0.230
_ gender.x 1 0010 | 072 | oml
involvement
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(Table 7) involvement, gender, short—term

memory
Category Case Mean SD

low-inv. 22 5318 1.886
man high-inv. 23 7.130 1.791
total 45 6.244 2.035
low-inv. 20 6.050 2.064
woman high-inv. 21 8047 1.745
total 41 7.073 2137
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(Table 8) ANCOVA of involvement, gender,
short—term memory
Category DF F Sig. eta
gender 1 4.113 0.046 0.219
involvement 1 21.649 0.000 0459
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