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A study on a plasticity analysis for the

Gilt-bronze Incense Burner of Baekje
-Through a comparative analysis with Chinese Inlaid Gold Boshan Xianglu-
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Abstract The Baekje Gilt-bronze Incense Burner which was excavated in an ancient temple site in Neungsan-ri,
within the City wall of Buyeo-Gun on 23rd December 1993, was a quintessence of the Bakje Arts that people
could not have imagined until that time. The Baekje Gilt-bronze Incense Burner transcended 1400 years of time
and space. The censer that finally came up to us delivered a kind of a powerful message to us. The power
was so strong and mysterious that as if an ancestor who had been sleeping in the grave with a great silent had
woken up and become alive to tell us something very precious. Baekje Gilt-bronze Incense Burner, unlike any
other existing artifacts, might have a possibility that could provide an insight of the ancients' psych who once
lived on our land. This kind of view from several archaeologists, therefore, made our hearts be filled with
excitement and flutter. We call 21st century as an era of culture. This era requests that the culture needs to be
ethnical but the culture also needs to go beyond that ethnic. In other words, a culture without an ethnic cannot
exist, and a culture that puts an ethnic the very first before any other things cannot exist as well. Regaining
our identities first and then embracing and harmonizing various cultures can be an wise way overcoming above
problem.Hence, through this study, I intend to recognize characteristic of plasticity for Baekje Gilt-bronze
Incense Burner, understand the world of Baekje people's spirit and thus provide an opportunity to shed new
light on the Baekje Arts. By doing so, I would like to publicize a metal craft of Korea to the world. I also try
to seek for an identity of Korea's craft culture which is receding and find a direction for the Korea's craft.
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[Fig. 1] Geo incense burner(Seohan Dynasty,China)
[Fig. 2] Byeong incense burner(Unified Silla)

[Fig. 3] Hyeon incense burner (Goryeo)
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