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Qualitative Analysis the Family Resilience of Divorced Female Single-Parent Families
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Abstract

With the increase of single-parent families in the Korean society, the perception of the function and structure
of the family is changing. Thus, a public transition toward embracing single-parent families as another form
of family is necessary. This study focuses on the families of divorced female single-parents using Walsh's
family resilience framework with a strengths-based perspective. It aims to provide the basic data necessary for
deducing policy-related and practical ways of supporting the families and for developing programs that help
divorced female single-parent families maintain and reinforce resilience. Qualitative analysis was used as the
research method. A preceding literature review was also carried out to collect data. The major findings of this
study include the following: First, it was found that the average age of divorce is around 30-40, with children of
school age. The mothers' level of education was relatively high, ranging from high school graduates to graduate
school students. On Rothwell and Cohen's happiness scale, their objective level of happiness was higher (74.1)
than that of the average Korean (64). Second, it was found they were very careful to avoid violence in everyday
life as an after-effect of domestic violence, which was the major cause of their divorce. Third, their positive
and optimistic attitudes about life even in adversity can be interpreted as Walsh's belief systems taking a more

important role among other characteristics of family resilience.
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(resilisent family)'©.5 HFeH AL HARSHA =|Q)ct, ofof whaba]
SRL7LRo] ZEA| L Q)= A QIR E el AleE
o] Z7Fstar glom 1t 7R 4 9 Ak Sl HHle] 3
A 7ihd o' 7H el el 2 (family resilience) 7t ThFE AL Qlck
[11, 14, 31].
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Table 1. Demographical-Sociological Features I
b i Employ-
Age B0 GLELE) mproy Job Monthly Type of
lage, yr) ment . Person
Level of . income . . divorce
Case Atthe . Religion status Reasons for divorce filed for
. ur- . education Beforethe  Afterthe (10,000 : Type of
time of Boy  Girl after the . . KRW?) divorce divorce
divorce ent divorce divorce divorce
1 37 4 = 2(16,13) High school Christian ~ Temp. ~ Service worker ~ Service worker ~ App. 150 Domestic violence, financial ~ Herself Contested
incompetence
2 38 4 = 2(12,11) Highschool Buddhist ~ Temp. Housewife Service worker  App. 100 Financial incompetence Herself Uncontested
3 27 36 - 1(11)  Highschool Christian ~ Temp.  Housewife Service worker  App. 100 Infidelity Herself  Uncontested
4 35 37 = 2(19,9) Highschool Buddhist - Housewife Unemployed - Domestic violence Herself Contested
5 36 40 1(13)  1(18)  Community NA Temp.  Service worker  Job consultant ~ App. 170 Domestic violence Herself - Uncontested
college
6 40 40 10 - Highschool  NA Temp.  Service worker  Office clerk App. 200 Domestic violence, alcoholism ~ Herself - Uncontested

7 31 3110100 1(13) Highschool  NA Temp.

Service worker

Service worker  App. 120 Domestic violence, financial ~ Herself Contested

incompetence

8 59 59 - 1(27) Highschool ~ NA Temp.  Housewife Service worker  App. 120 Morbid jealousy Herself Contested
9 30 71 204740 - Ingradu NA Reg.  Housewife Self-employed ~ App. 300 Domestic violence, infidelity ~ Herself Uncontested
ation school
10 34 34 1015  1(13) Highschool — NA Temp.  Housewife Office clerk App. 90 Financial incompetence, Herself Contested
infidelity
11 29 4 = 2(14,12) College Buddhist ~ Temp.  Researcher English tutor App. 100 Domestic violence Herself - Uncontested
12 37 41 2(20,172(16, 10) High school ~ NA Temp.  Self-employed Service worker ~ App. 120 Domestic violence, financial  Together Uncontested
incompetence
13 30 40 1(13)  1(14) Highschool Buddhist — Reg.  Office clerk Self-employed ~ App. 100 Domestic violence, Herself Uncontested
financial incompetence
14 28 32 = 2(7,5 Community Christian  Reg.  Housewife Office clerk App. 120 Domestic violence, financial Herself Uncontested
college incompetence infidelity
15 50 50 1(24) - College Christian ~ Reg.  Office clerk Office clerk App. 120 Domestic violence Together Uncontested
16 29 3% 1012 - College Christian ~ Temp.  Teacher Service worker  App. 100 Domestic violence, financial Herself Uncontested
incompetence
17 40 42 1(8 10(14) Highschool Christian  Temp. Housewife Service worker  App. 50 Domestic violence, financial ~ Herself Uncontested
incompetence infidelity
18 44 46 221,12 - College Christian ~ Reg.  Self-employed  Office clerk App. 250 Alcoholism Herself Uncontested
19 35 371019 - College NA Temp. Teacherata  Teacherata App. 200 Domestic violence, financial ~ Herself Uncontested
private institute private institute incompetence
NA, not available.
“KRW, Korean Won.
AR 31, A710] AubEA Ee] Amrl A A Bel T o 28-S Sl Ado] gl 2o tehyth2ols Aawt
S olglom, Hola 9 ol E ThgeliE Azt EeS A & Axekr
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Avke 2 11, o=s}A] 9o Af
gl 6'gellom, o) Xﬂ A= 171g0] Eelo R el =39l
H Az Aol A Holuiae Hojapse] 422l glwst o
o= FZolgltt. o] Ak 1o APt K| 2 olEg A71%k
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Responfse of In contact Reasons for Amountof Duration . . Possible  Level of happiness
Case Divorce process the fa_mlly at withthe  keepingin timeasa of Willingness timing of
the time of . . to remarry g — -
divorce ex-husband touch  single parent marriage remarriage Subjective Objective
1 Violence, put in facilities o] X - Tyr2mo 15yr X - 80 79
2 Divorce by agreement @) X - 3yr 7yr X 15 yr later 90 70
3 Managed to reach an agreement - X - 8yr 2yr - - 80 69
4 Violence, put in facilities X X - 3yr Myr - 100 69
5 Threat, child custody disputes X X - dyr T4 yr5mo Not sure yet 80 78
6 Violence, put in facilities 0 0 Children, financial 3 mo 6yr5mo X - 70 72
issues
7 Putin facilities, child custody disputes o] X - 3mo 12yr2mo 0 10 yr later 70 70
8 Ranaway 0 X - 4mo 1 yr X - 70 70
9 Managed to reach an agreement 0 X - 4yr10mo  5yr10mo X - 100 79
10 Infidelity, husband ran way o] o] Children, financial 2 yr 6 mo 15yr X - 80 69
issues
11 Moved to her mother’s house o] X - 11yr5mo 5yr X - 100 100
12 Separated, violence, abusive language - o] Children issues 3yr9mo 6yr 0 After the 99 70
children grow up
13 Abusive language, refused to provide 0 X - 10yr 6 mo 4yr X - 90 69
child support
14 Violence, put in facilities - X - 3yr 11 mo 5yr X - 80 70
15 Violence, put in facilities - o] Children issues Tyr 7yr X - 100 69
16 Violence, put in facilities o] X - 8yr6mo 2yr8mo X - 100 79
17 Violence, put in facilities o] o] Children issues Tyr3mo  15yr3mo X - 90 73
18 Violence, put in facilities - X - 2yr6mo 9yr 6] Not sure yet 90 78
19 Violence, abusive language - X - 2yr 13yr X - 90 75
Average level of happiness 86.8 74.1
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