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ABSTRACT

The Study on Irony Shown in Korean Webtoon

Han, Hye-Won - Kim, Juna

Webtoons are popularly consumed in Korea. Especially the
'Dailytoons', which are composed of short episodes, are the most
popular form of webtoons. This study focuses on the specific
narrative structure of the dailytoons, and also tries to figure out
what makes webtoons so popular. This study tried to analyze the
special features of figures, events, and backgrounds of webtoons.
Particularly in webtoons, Korean metropolitan is employed as a
background and the daily life of the lower middle class in this big
city is importantly used in the story.

Each cut of a webtoon consists of simple words and images, and it
shows the life of modern people and the way they recognize the
reality. The important thing is that the image and the narrative of
one cut often appears contradictively. 'Irony' occurs in the process
of combination of the words and images. And the life of the lower
middle class 1is depicted 'fun-and-sadly' through irony. For
example, the main characters of webtoons are portrayed as persecuted
victims because of their lack of information or ignorance. At this
point, they are described ridiculously by a play on words. In
addition, webtoons often presents twist plots using the scroll bars
and margins of 'web' interface. Also it uses parody to show reality
in satire.

With irony, webtoons represent the daily life of the public,
which is cynical as well as humorous. This study tried to suggest
that webtoons should attribute its success to 'irony' in 1its
narrative.

Key Word : Korean Webtoon, Dailytoon, Metropolitan, Middle-low
class, Satire, Irony
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