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ABRTRACT

The study of narrative of cartoon
Focusing on prerequisites for narrative in the Theory of

IStory and Discourse; by S. Chatman

Ahn, So Ra - Lee, won soek

Even though cartoons and narration comics were born from
different origin, they have been called by mnames such as
‘cartoons’ or  ‘comics’ . The reason can be found in the
similarity of cartoons and narration comics. The similarity of
cartoons and narration comics is the genre consisting of writing and
drawing. Writing can be the format of expression and it can
represent the story. Such story 1is present as a component of

‘narration’

Sub genre of comics includes cartoons and narration comics. It
includes animation in a broad range. In cases of narration comics
and animation, it 1is thought that narration is present with
continuity of time. However, in case of cartoon, because one or two
cuts without continuity of writing are frequently expressed, it is
being asked whether narration is present. It is easy to be reminded
of epic or chanson de geste whenever you hear ‘narration’ . Since
it deals with a biography of the character, we think the concept of

‘narration’ with temporality. However, narration provides a
certain event in a broad range. Thus, cartoons presenting one event
with the image may have the existence of narration, because
description of multiple scenes of narrative comics can be implicitly
represented in cartoons. As such implications leave a space, the
empty space can be filled by active reasoning of recipients.
However, nevertheless, it is very difficult to find studies as well
as mentions of narration in cartoons. Thus, in this paper, we
investigate the concept and structure of narration and demonstrate
the presence of narration in cartoons.

First of all, we looked at the narration theory in literature
before studying narration in cartoons. The reason is that we thought
the approach to the literary theory was required in order to
investigate the basic elements, since cartoons are a collection of
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writing and drawing. We were focused on the prerequisites of
narration presented in Ffstory and discourses of s. Chatman. If the
prerequisites of narration are present, we can assume that the
narration is present. The prerequisites are ‘narration reasoning',
"screening', ‘'consistency', 'process statements' and ‘'stasis
statement'. As s. Chatman described them as prerequisites of
narration, he analyzed the narration structures of films and novels.
In addition, we revealed that the narrations were present in
cartoons as we identified how prerequisites of narration presented
by Chatman were presented and expressed through 'vocabulary of
comicsy , Timeframe; and Tlife in the lines described in
Tunderstanding comicss by Scott McCloud.

Keywords: narration, comics, cartoon, narrative comics
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