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A Comparative Study of the Nurse Licensure Exam Systems
between the United States and South Korea
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Purpose: This study was conducted to compare the nurse licensure examination system in Korea with that of the
United States (US). Methods: Focus interviews with the administrative staff of the National Council of State Boards
of Nursing (NCSBN) were held. two areas were explored in the interviews: the item development process and
the general administrative operating procedures. Results: NCLEX-RN items are designed for entry-level practice.
The items are subjected to a series of 12 steps including a item writing panel, a content and editorial review, a
sensitivity panel, a pre-test, a Differential item functioning panel and a committee review. NCSBN is responsible
for the test for registered nurses and one for practical nurses. In contrast the Korean National Health Personnel
Licensing Board (KNHPLB) is responsible for nursing is and 21 other health related licensure. Another difference
is that in Korea there is no consistent and specialized staff to develop question items. Items are developed by
educators who are not active nurses (this last statemtne is not a finding but a point of view usually not given in
findings.). Conclusion: Korean nurses form the largest group of health related job categories and the most direct
to health care consumers. Therefore, the nursing licensure exam should be acknowledged as the most influential
licensure exam in health care services. We recommend a nursing specialized licensing institution to be established
with active nurse’participation in item development process to reflect clinical practice into licensure exam.
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NCSBN (National Council of State Boared of Nursing)
& u]=o] 7EE AL I AA RS B eHE AE M| oa,:,] 7)ol

o] ol AY 359 Ttk NCBSNE 7HE & ko2
Su10) ) b 9 AR 3757] el 215
2 WA A MY BA 0 A gk olo] TR
P12 Q125 74 SeolA] A v 2.

) EF A A

NCLEX FA12 ksl #4olie 419 o)z Hﬂlé
15 AR 272 wojaly) Siste] m= 7t xleu
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(1) 3t (Item Development Panel, IDP)
7N s d o] 244 2 02 A TESAL HEE 7HAIAL §

o

(N=5)

Subject Interviewees

Contents

NCBSN
organization

The director and
the department
chair of NCSBN

- Who make a test plan initially?
- How to select categories of the test and devide each category proportionally?
- How to preform practice analyses?

- What are the required qualification for each panel and committee?

- What is the education and experience background for a judge on the panel?

- How collect practice items?

- Information about the item selection process?

- What are the standards applied to the item selection?

- Who and how to collect entry-level and general practices that are essential basic

knowledge?

- Information about item development process: content review, item writing, editing,
reviewing sensitivity and legal aspects

- How to predict item difficulty?

- How to decide pass and fail?

- Information about pre-test

- Process about item revision and elimination

NCLEX-RN
item contents

Item developer
and clinician

monitoring examinations
- How to analyze general and entry-level practice across nation-wide?
- How to determine if difference in group performance is relevant to nursing practice

and/or plausible?

- How to become a representative of each state?
- Information about item formats, contents, and alternate formats, review process, and
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_ |
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| |
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EXAMINATION
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Figure 1. Process of item development.
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Figure 2. ltem development process in Korea. Retrieved from the report of the National Health Personnel Licensing Board (2010).
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Table 2. Comparison of U.S. and Korea Nurse Licensure System

ox

Categories US. Korea
Institution - NCLEX examinations are developed and owned - The National Health Personnel Licensing Board
by the NCSBN, non-profit organization, that (NHPLB) manages nurses' licensing examination
manages examinations for registered and practice including 21 other health related licensure
nurses only. examination,
- NCLEX is administered by the Pearson VUE in
their network of Pearson Professional Centers
Board of - NCSBN Delegate Assembly consists of 60 - Board members of the NHPLB consist of presidents
directors members from the boards of nursing in the 50 U.S, of 21 other health related jobs who are in charge of
states and it's territories. 2 years usually.
- The director of NCSBN is in charge for 4~8 years. - The director of NHPLB is in charge for 2~4 years.
Test Item - Safe and effective care environment - Adult, maternity, pediatric, psychologic,
- Health promotion and maintenance community, and fundamental nursing
- Psychosocial integrity - Nursing management
- Physiological integrity - Legal scope of practice
Types of - Multiple response items - Multiple response items only
question - Fill-in blank items

Convenience of
testing

Efficiency of the
test

Relevance to
nursing
practice

Item review
process

Item difficulty

- Hot spot items

- Chart/exhibit format
- Drag-and-drop items
- Audio item format

- Graphic format

- After receiving an authorization for testing from

the Board of Nursing, a examinee can request a
preferred date and time of testing at a preferred
location,

- If fail, the exam can be retaken anytime, The

number of times a examinee can retake the exam
is varied by States.

- The NCLEX uses CAT system for maximum

efficiency of the exam process. (high ability
people few few easy items and low ability people
get few difficulty items)

- It re-estimated the examinee's ability after every

answer,

- The numer of items an examinee receives on their

test depends upon their ability (minimum 75 to
maximum 265 items)

- Actively working nurses are initial item developers

- Clinical nurses and educators together review

items through three process year-round :

- 1) Item review panel that reviews for job

relatedness, accuracy, currency, and entry-level.

- 2) Editorial review that checks for clarity,

grammar, punctuation, spelling

- 3) Sensitivity panel that reviews ethnocentrism

and elitism, stereotypes, underlying assumptions,
tone of language, inappropriate terminology.

- All newly developed items undergo pre-testing

prior to becoming operational. Through the
pre-testing process, items are calibrated for item
difficulty. This known item difficulty allow NCSBN
to estimate a candidate's ability.

- The paper-pencil exam is offered annually.
Candidate should take it the at the designated date,
time, and place

- If fail, a candidate should wait for one year to
retake the exam.

- Every examinee should solve 330 questions.

- Nursing professors who teach students at the
university level and do not participate in nursing
practice are the item developer and reviewer,

- There is no official review process.

- There is no pre-testing process, Each item contains
an equal level of difficulty
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