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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to compare and analyze Jacqueline Kennedy and Michelle
Obamds fashion style from a perspective of modernism and postmodernism. The method utilized
in this study was first, to examine the properties of modernism and postmodernism. Next, we ex-
plored the types of role performance of the first ladies and the application of their fashion as an
aid to their roles through the precedents of the research concerning modernism and
postmodernism. The results of the study are as follows.

First, there was a trend of formalism and anti-formalism. Jacqueline Kennedy made her public
appearances wearing a formal dress in order to express the first lady's authoritarian figure of re-
strained elegance. The fashion of the first lady aspired to formalism. Meanwhile, Michelle Obama
followed more of a free style by eschewing the typical formality of the first lady. She created di-
verse styles utilizing a variety of items, which were not interrupted by form or by using hetero-
geneous items.

Second, there is a trend of elitsm and populism. While Jacqueline Kennedy preferred only
haute couture designers' costume in order to show the prestige and dignity of the upper class,
Michelle Obama patronized unknown designers' clothing or mid-level casual brand goods that the
public favors in order to interact with the public through her fashion.

Third, while modernism regards totality or unity to be important, postmodernism puts an em-
phasis on the eclecticism by pursuing complexity and diversity through the deconstruction of an
indigenous genre. In case of Jacqueline Kennedy, this tendency featured monotone clothing color,
which presented a unified full set dress that excluded decoration. Michelle Obama, in contrast,
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mixed and matched formal dresses and a casual cardigan or felicitously mixed luxury brand or
low to middle priced brand goods.

Key words: fashion style(®}4 2E4), first lady(¥ 2 E# ©]H]) Jacqueline Kennedy(A &2 AUIH),
Michelle Obama(P1 247}, modernism(EHHE), postmodernism(Z2ERHUE)
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