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A Study of Korean Culture of Embroidery Art in Modern Times

Hea Jin Kwon
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ABSTRACT

This study examines the processes and characteristics of modern Korean embroidery art from
the beginning of Korean modern times to 1945 which was the year of independence from Japan.
An objective basis is presented by the analysis of articles and illustrations from the press and
publications of the corresponding times. The significance of this study is to research the modern
Korean embroidery art, which connected traditional times with modern Korean culture in order
to investigate its identity. Due to Korea’s modern embroidery art being started in the Japanese
colonial times, there are some limits in it because of it being influenced by Western modern em-
broidery art and Japanese embroidery design. However, modern Korean embroidery art ex-
panded from the private space to public space such as schools, open lectures and exhibitions. It
has also accepted diverse foreign embroidery forms, which have been commercialized and ac-
cepted as art. The embroidery craft as commerce and art has given women the chance to achieve
economic independence and to improve their social status. Modern Korean embroidery was art
for the modern woman who had been educated in academic art, as well as a liberal art for weal-
thy housewives. It was the foundation of economic independence for poor rural women. It can
be concluded that Modern Korean embroidery art has been accepted and developed by women
in modern times.

Key words: craft(&4), fabric art(Xdf1%), education of women in modern times(<H &4 2 %),
embroidery(A<+)
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