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A Study on the Nursing Student’s Attitude Toward Death and Perception on Hospice Care

Lee, Hyun Jung

Assistant Professor, Department of Nursing, Kyungdong University, Goseong, Korea

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to examine nursing students’ attitude toward death and perception on hospice care. Methods: The
survey was performed on 103 nursing students in one university in Goseong-gun, Gangwon-do. The data were collected by questionnaires
and analyzed using descriptive statistics. Results: Regarding the attitude toward death, 90.3% of the students had thought about death.
They worried about sense of loss and sadness due to parting with family (31.1%). About half (51.5%) of the students considered death as a
final process of the life. With regard to the perception of hospice, 92.2% of the students heard about hospice through books or nursing class-
es (65.0%). Public institutions running by government was considered to the students as the best hospice management institution (44.7%).
The students thought a ideal model of hospice setting in Korea was hospital or institution specialized with hospice care (51.5%). They con-
sidered the barriers to effective hospice care in Korea was the lack of the public consensus on the need for hospice program (35.9%). The av-
erage perceptions about the purpose of hospice care was 4.33 whereas the average of the need of hospice care was 3.85. Conclusion: The
findings of the study provide the basis for expanding nursing practice and education related to hospice care.
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Table 1. General Characteristics of Students (N=103)
[tem Category n %
Gender Male 16 155

Female 87 845
Grade 1st 68 66.0

2nd 35 340
Religion Protestantism 26 252

Catholicism 6 58

Buddhism 12 117

None 57 553

Others 2 19
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Table 2. Death-Related Attitude (N=103) Table 3. The General Questionnaire of Hospice Care (N=103)
[tem Subcategory n % [tem Subcategory n %
Experience of thinking ~ None 10 9.7 Never heard of hospice  Yes 95 922

about death Rare 39 379 No 8 78
Sometimes 44 427 Where to listen about  Books or curriculum courses 67 65.0
Often 10 97 hospice media 20 194
Fear of death Greatly so 6 58 Job training education 0 0
So 43 417 Group religious organizations 2 19
Not so 30 29.1 The others 14 136
Not at all 22 214 The most necessary Patient’s psychology 86 835
The others h) 19 knowledge and skills  Biological knowledge 2 19
Greatly worrying related  Progress of death 19 184 in hospice Nu.rsi.ng tips ‘ 14 136
death Atend everything 30 291 Religious doctrine 1 1.0
Future life 12 17 The others 0 0
Separation and sadness ) 311 In charge of hospice Government’s public institutions 46 447
with family service Religious groups, or non-profit 4 39
The others 10 97 organizations
Thinking most of death ~ Calmness 11 10.7 Relwgwogs groups, or non-profit 24 233
Anxiety 2% 243 organizations with government
’ : support
Despair 41 398 Hospital 28 272
Anger 4 39
The others 1 1.0
The others 22 214 ) i ) )
) o ) The most appropriate  Special hospice hospital or 53 515
Meaning about death  Beginning of the future life 15 146 ; f o
. fFihe lfe o s opergt\ng systemfor  institution
Final process o ’ hospice in Korea Hospice ward in the hospital 30 29.1
Unknown 2 252 Room in the hospice ward 3 29
The others 9 8/ Hospice program in the hospital 4 39
Home hospice nurse system 13 126
B} of| A] ‘GEglo] 417H(39.8%), E-QFalo| 25 (24.3%) O &2 LFE} Thereason whythe  Lack of understanding of the 20 194
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Table 4. The Purpose of Hospice (N=103)
[tem M SD
Help to alleviate and comfort from the pain 448 0.59
Help to cope with coming death by having dignity 443 0.79
Help to improve quality of life of the patient and 431 0.74
patient’s family

Help to alleviate the patient’s physical and mentaland ~ 4.28 078
spiritual pain and to promote holistic care

Help family to overcome grief and loss by accepting 427 087
the process of death

Help to live the rest of meaningful life by telling the 4.24 063
correct diagnosis and true story
Total 433 0.09
Table 5. The Needs of Hospice (N=103)
[tem M SD
Hospice care is one of the most important role of 4.26 0.71
medical personnel

Feel a great fear when hospice patients watch dying 420 091
bedside patients

Because of the number of nuclear families, the familyis ~ 4.01 0.89
the lack of time to care for terminally ill patients

Not enough time to consult medical personnel about 400 078
terminally ill patients

Must have a separate ward for fluctuating their feelings ~ 3.82 092

Should have hospice ward in university or general 378 087
hospital

Hospice care in intensive care unit or treatment roomis ~ 3.63 1.06
non ethical procedure

Dislike to show their appearance of terminally il 3.55 0.79
patients to other people

No meaningful to extend the hospice patient’s life 339 097

Total 3.85 0.30
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Table 6. The Purpose of Hospice according to General Characteristics

(N=103)
[tem Category n Mean SD F(t) p
Gender  Male 16 414 0.89 1.68 10
Female 87 437 071
Grade 1st 68 4.26 0.55 -2.07 04
2nd 35 448 044
Religion  Protestantism 26 431 045 0.76 56
Catholicism 6 444 074
Buddhism 12 4.26 042
None 57 433 0.55
Others 2 492 0.12

Table 7. The Needs of Hospice according to General Characteristics

(N=103)

[tem Category n Mean SD F(t) p
Gender  Male 16 3.79 048  -061 54

Female 87 3.86 040
Grade Ist 68 3.83 042  -054 59

2nd 35 3.88 039
Religion  Protestantism 26 390 041 093 45

Catholicism 6 372 045

Buddhism 12 3.96 032

None 57 381 042

Others 2 417 039
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