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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate changes in Korean meat consumption as well as meat consumption trends.
During the Japanese occupation period, the supply of meat was considerably insufficient. However, meat consumption
mainly in large cities has gradually increased. Especially, ‘Pyeongyang cow’, a specialty of Pyeongyang, started being raised
as edible beef cattle in 1933. During the chaotic period following liberation from Japan, the price of meat sharply increased.
However, as the meat supply stabilized, the ‘beef grade system’ was introduced in 1967. Since then, beef has sold according
to region. During the early economic growth period of the mid-1970s, meat consumption rapidly increased, and foreign beef
was first imported in 1976. The preference for beef was somewhat attenuated due to the outbreak of mad cow disease and
economic slowdown of the 1990s, resulting in an increase in the consumption of pork, a replacement meat. During the
recent period of economic development, meat consumption has somewhat fallen and remained low. In late 2003, with the
occurrence of mad cow disease in the US, the demand for pork, and especially pork fatback, has sharply increased.
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<Table 1> Beef Consumption in Japanese Occupation Period'®

number of number of

year livestock butchered cattle p rice
1909 628,142 167,396 03507
T
1910 703,844 175,947 0350 (H—IT)
1911 906,057 241,548 0240 (Z57)
1912 1,040,720 236,094 0236
1913 1211011 230,713 37.50(—)
1914 1,338,401 271,178 38.43(—F)
1915 1,353,531 400,660 i137'78(*?ﬁ)
o}:29.66(—FH)
1916 1,353,108 309,467 45.79(—5)
1917 1,384,609 217279 -
1918 1,480,037 153,367 98.30( 58
1919 1,461,660 237,124 118.03(F)
1920 1,489,797 267,554 i
1921 1,524,134 329,771 047(EH)P
1922 1,607,707 275,892 048(F)
1923 1,610,097 286,711 043(F)
1924 1,605,072 316,604 )
1925 1,590,806 293,975 047(F)
1926 1,594,894 257271 043(F)
1927 1,586,418 257,374 0.54(F)
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1930 1,611,585 216,113 0.40
1931 1,637,019 266,095 0.34
1932 1,664,435 291,051 0.32
1933 1,663,136 288,175 0.36
1934 1,671,185 244,335 0.39
1935 1,679,470 250,446 0.40
1936 1,702,979 272,541 045
1937 1,713,249 286,017 0.50
1938 1,717,063 226,940 0.60
1939 1,705,462 256,191 ]
1940 1,740,390 302,925 ;
1941 1,753,556 315,294 ;
1942 1,740,073 318268 ;
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<Table 2> Pork consumption in Japanese Occupation Period'®

<Table 3> The Number of Butchered Livestock of Kyung-Sung in

1930s'®
car number of number of rice!D
Y livestock butchered pigs p 1/1937'7 11/1937'® 12/1937'9 7/1938*Y 10/1938>"
1909 576,428 115,004' - Beef 2,215 2,326 2,806 1,515 2,014
1910 565,757 86,101 - Pork 1,165 1,165 1,337 1211 1,194
1911 572,840 153,899 6.159'Y Others 14 3 9 9 22
1912 616,945'Y 264,307 - Total 3,394 3,484 4,152 2,735 3331
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<Table 4> The Number of Butchered Livestock in 1947%%

area butchered livestock
Seoul 15,750
Gyeonggi 14,205
Chungbuk 3,991
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total 74,306 (73,497)
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<Table 5> The Change of Meat consumption in Korea®?

GNP per
year beef pork person($)
67 1.1 2.5 143
71 1.2 2.5 293
75 2.0 2.8 531
81(estimation) 3.0 3.8 1,283
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<Table 6> Changes of Korean Meat Consumption (1955-2008)°"

meat consumption beef pork
ear
’ total per person total per person total per person
1955 41,517 - 11,043 - 24,354 -
1960 89,043 3,568 12,950 519 58,025 2,325
1965 97,600 3,401 27,261 950 55,881 1,947
1970 165,063 5,251 37,340 1,188 82,546 2,626
1975 224,734 6,370 70,292 1,992 98,848 2,802
1980 432,682 11,349 99,974 2,622 241,842 6,344
1985 592,862 14,398 120,342 2,923 346,274 8,410
1990 853,485 19,909 176,988 4,129 504,799 11,775
1995 1,231,003 27,447 301,217 6,720 661,710 14,750
2000 1,509,587 31,935 402,381 8,512 779,908 16,500
2005 1,512,075 32,144 316,853 6,736 838,479 17,824
2008 1,727,871 35,582 365,116 7,512 926,764 19,100
(unit:1000t)
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<Figure 3> Changes of Korean Meat Consumption
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<Figure 4> Changes of Korean Meat Consumption per person
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