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Nurses' Experiences of Caring with Demented Oder Persons

Kim, Chun-Gill" - Lee, Young Hee?

'Division of Nursing, Hallym University, Chuncheon
2Depanment of Nursing, Kwandong University, Gangneung, Korea

Purpose: The aim of this study was to understand the nurses' experiences of caring for demented older persons
in geriatric in care facilities. Methods: The subjects were ten nurses employed in geriatric care facilities. Open
in-depth interviews were used to collect data from January, 2010 to October, 2010. The Colaizzi phenomenological
method was used for data analysis. Results: The experiences of nurses' caring for patients with dementia were
divided into the following six categories: 'new encounter', 'understanding of intention and satisfying', 'dilemma of
caring', 'contriving of comfort', 'comprehensive coordinator’, and 'being present'. There were 15 clusters of themes.
The subjects stated that the best caring for the demented older persons were 'encounter, knowing, and being with
them'. Conclusion: Nurses' caring could improve the quality of life for demented older patients in geriatric care
facility. These results suggest that institutional, administrational strategies and schemes need to cluster around
the relationship with patients who would include encounter knowing and being with them.
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Table 1. Categories and Clusters of Themes: Nurses' Experiences of Caring with Demented Oder Patients

Categories (emergent themes)

Clusters of themes

New encounter

First encounter with demented patient at admission

Attention to the early admission
Beyond the prejudice about dementia

Understanding of intention and satisfying

Knowing of mind

Keeping their composure

Dilemma of caring

Family's ambivalence

Contflict between care facility profits and caring
Overwork outside care

Contriving of safety

Providing of good comport like a home

Management of wandering

Comprehensive coordinator

Arbitration of self and interpersonal relations

Management of work and institution
Requirement of professional knowledge

Being present

Feeling usefulness

Change of the value of sense
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