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ABSTRACT

Influences that the Transition of Sports Cartoons Affects
Sportainment Industries: The Aspect of Cultural Industries

Lee, Sang-Won - Lee, Won-Seok

As a type of mass media, cartoon has been changed by political,
economic, and social cultural influences. Certainly, sports cartoon
also has been influenced by them. Ever since Park Ki Jung’s
cartoon came out, which was assumed as the first sports cartoon in
Korea, sports cartoons had been used as a means of vicarious
satisfaction until 1980s. Sometimes they reflected the phases of the
era that struggled to overcome poverty, and adversity followed by
war. Sometimes they showed people’s suppressed feelings against
their society. However, in modern society, the perspective of readers
changes in various ways because of the influence by
postmodernism. They put more weight on individualism rather than
on group, they consider individual tastes very important since
personal tastes and diversity has been one of significant factors. For
these reasons, sport cartoons were no more what they had used to
be. By 1990s, sports cartoons had attracted readers' attention again
by presenting distinctive characters, and describing fancy sports
skills in cartoons trying to escape from cliche story plots such as
stories about rivals, competitions, winners—losers composition, and
characters' diligence. Moreover, some sports cartoons contained
professional contents focusing on expert sport knowledges, and
deepen information of sports. From the point of cultural industries
view, these tendencies are heavily affected on sportainment industry
which stands out as an emerging industry recently. The ultimate
purpose of sportainment industries is making a profit by providing
entertainment and amusement for their readers beyond sports
games. This study focused on influences that the transition of sports
cartoons affects sportainment through concrete cases in context of
cultural industries since 90s. The study will analyze the concept of
sportainment industries, and discuss the process of sports cartoons'
transition. Once sports cartoons keep trying to challenge, and make
a progress with aggressive changes, it would give great influences
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not only to sportainment industries but also to other kinds of pop

cultural industries.

. sport, cartoon, sportainment
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