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Comparison of Methods of Peer Relation Subgroup
Classification on the Basis of Cooccurence

of Perception Data and Psychological Preference Data

Ie-Hwan, Ahn

Busan National University of Education

The purpose of this study is to investigate the most rational method of grouping peers to understand the
impact of peer relationship on individual development of elementary school students. For the study,
students at a class of the 3rd year(male) and a class of the 4th(female) year at elementary schools in
Busan and Ulsan were surveyed to see the differences between various methods of classification of peer
relation subgroup on the basis of cooccurence of perception data and psychological preference data. Two
questionnaires were used; a questionnaire of perception and a questionnaire of psychological preference.
With the perception data, value of sharing relationship was applied to classify peer relation subgroup and
with the psychological preference data, interest relationship was expanded to classify peer relation subgroup
of more than third party relationship. The result of this study showed that in the case of gitls, there was
high congruency between the classifications of peer relation subgroup by perception data and by preference
data, whereas in the case of boys, there was difference between the classifications of peer relation
subgroup by perception data and by preference data, which implies that boys can form a peer group even
if there is psychological difference among members but gitls can form a peer group only when there is
psychological preference among them. Such a result shows that there is difference between boys and girls
in the process of forming peer relationship. It is suggested that comparison of fitness be made between
classification of peer relation subgroup by a homeroom teacher, by perception data and by psychological

preference for rational classification of peer relationship among male children.
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