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A Study of Conception about Life and Biological Classification of
Buddhists, Teachers and High School Students

Seulae Ku® - Heeyoung Cha
Korea National University of Education

Abstract : The purpose of this study is to find the concept of life, the categories of living things and the
systems of categorizing them contained in Buddhism, a sort of metaphysical philosophy. For this, monks
who devotes themselves to Buddhism were interviewed, and the differences of the definition of life, the
categorizing of living creatures and categorizing systems between biology and other subject teachers and
students who are Buddhist and ones who are not were inquired. The result shows that in Buddhism, they
use ‘being’ and ‘sentience being’ as the terms for creatures and they believe creatures are not individual
ones but one collective existence connected with each other, which is very different from the biological
definition of creatures. Buddhist include metaphysical beings in categories of living things rather than
plants. Buddhist criteria for categorizing things which have life, that is living beings, are how they are
born, whether they have a certain form and ,lastly, whether they are conscious or not. Through this
research results we could expect to identify the misconceptions about concept of life and the categories
of living things.

keywords : teacher education, concept of life, concept of biological classification, buddhism, biology
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