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ABSTRACT

On the grounds of Diane Vaughan's pioneering study into the Challenger Disaster, STS(Science and Technology Studies)
scholars have recently argued that most engineers seldom face an ethical situation, in which the boundary between the ethical
and the unethical is absolutely clear, and for which a serious moral decision such as “whistle blowing” is urgently needed. They
have instead suggested that engineering ethics needs to address engineers' everyday routine practices, which, if accumulated, may
have some impact upon the overall performance of the technological system. However, such studies have not completely resolved
the tension between STS that emphasizes contextual elements in which the everyday practice of engineers are done, on the one
hand, and engineering ethics that stresses individual engineer's moral decision of an existential kind, on the other. By discussing
various works on the Challenger Disaster and related issues over technological risks, this paper attempts to establish an interface
between STS and engineering ethics, and proposes some practical implications for the effective education of engineering ethics to
engineering students.
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