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Married Immigrant Women’s Social Networks and Life
Satisfaction in Korea: The Case of Women from China,
Vietnam, and Japan

Kyungmi Kim

This study examines how married immigrant women’s social networks affect their
life satisfaction in Korea. A multiple-regression analysis is conducted using data
from Nationwide Multicultural Family Survey in 2009. The major findings are as
follows. First, the frequency of keeping in touch with their family in the mother
country significantly affects the level of satisfaction, while the family size in Korea
is not making a significant difference. Second, the strength of "Korean Network" -
strong bridging network - is highlighted. Third, family gathering variables affect the
level of satisfaction. An interesting point is found from the nationality segmentation.
The case of women from Japan, with the longest duration in Korea, shows that both
of the family and the non-family gathering variables significantly affect the life
satisfaction. It is interpreted that family network dominates in the earlier stage of
marriage, but the other social networks also play the role as the duration extends.

Key Words: Married Immigrant Women, Social Network, Life Satisfaction,
Bridging Network





