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ABSTRACT

This study examines the types and features of formal ritual hats for Tibetan Buddhist priests.
Findings of the study are as follows. The types of formal hats that Tibetan Buddhist priests wear
during religious rites or rituals include: w rgyan pad zhwa, pan zhwa, tshogs zhwa, rigs inga,
zhwa nag, zhwa dmar and dwags zhwa. The reason why such formal ritual hats as listed above
were developed is because the region had an alpine climate, and also because they were the sym-
bolism of Buddhism, the most reverent priest, and reincarnated Buddha thoughts. They were an
essential part of the culture of dressing Buddhist statues and offering utensils. Formal ritual hats'
shapes originate from lotus. They are colored in red, yellow, indigo, green, white or black, that
reflect the nationality and aesthetics of Tibetans. They are mainly made of woolen or silk fabrics.
They are usually decorated with gold, git bronze or jewels and the patterns of the sun and the
moon, vajra or clouds.
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