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A Study on Jean-Renaudie's Design Philosophy and Method for Urban
Housing Project

- Focusing on the City of Ivry-sur-Seine -
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Abstract

Jean Renaudie was an French architect who designed many urban social housing in France, especially in the
city of Ivry-sur-Seine, near Paris, with Renee Gailhoustet, co-responsible as the architect of this city, communist
city from long time. He was formed as an architect by the influence of Auguste Perret and Marcel Lods, two
french architects, great specialist of the structure of concrete. He formed the Atelier Montrouge with Pierre
Riboulet, Gerard Thurnauer, Jean-Louis Verret, and proposed many innovative projects, based on geometrically
pure forms and masses. After he joined Renee Gailhoustet, the architect of the City of Ivry-sur-Seine, as a
co-responsible for the redevelopment of this ideologically communist city. His urban housing concept approached
to take the function as a space to welcome the urban life of the resident, not to offer the physical provision of
housing repeating the simple housing unity. He accentuated the social role of Housing project not only as the
level of a personal home but also as that of an urbanism. He offered divers choice opportunity to the citizen by
the urban functional complex through his efforts to make characteristic complex of urban housing, and by the
consequence, the innovative result was done which ameliorated the quality of life for resident. This is an
exceptional example, not only in France but even in whole over the world. But the maintenance of building
against the oldness and the closing shop of inside commercial zone of Jeanne Hachette became a problem, not
only that of physical amelioration but also that of spiritual conservation of the works of Jean Renaudie.
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