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Abstract

The Relative Influence of Related Variables
on the Civic Consciousness of University Students

Son, Kyung-Ae”

This study aimed to analyze the relative influence of related variables on
the university students’ civic consciousness. The study sorted out the data
for 1,200 university students from a larger data set collected by Son et
al.(2009), and analyzed the data by a hierarchical regression analysis method.

The study showed the major results in four aspects. First, personal
characteristics and home environment variables had mostly no influence on
the students’ civic consciousness. Second, on the sub categories of the
students’ civic consciousness, almost no influence was found in case of the
home environment variables on democratic constitution and
participation—practice, and in case of the school environment variables on
value and attitude. Third, among the home and school variables, parents’
attitude(5=.228) and professors($=.162) had positive influences on the
students’ civic consciousness. The results suggest that parents and
professors should be the two principal axises in the cultivating process of
the students’ civic consciousness. Third, on the democratic participation and
practice no positive influences were found in any of the social environment
variables. Among the social environment variables, politicians(3=-.238) and
corporations(3=-.097) had rather negative influences on the democratic
participation and practice. These results raised the question on how school
education and social - political systems are operated in the democratic
manners. Fourth, the study recommends that local government would
establish the civic education centers, develop various civic education
programs, and provide each school with the programs. The study also
recommends that each university would democratize in all the school affairs,
and actively implement the civic education for university students as a
specialized project.

Key words: democratic citizen, civic consciousness, university students,
civic consciousness of university students, influence of civic
consciousness
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