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MMPI Characteristics of the Suicide Attempter Visiting Emergency Unit
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ABSTRACT

Objective : The current study investigated the psychopathology characteristics of the suicide attempter
visited in a university hospital for one year using the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory (MMPI)
test commonly used in clinical medicine.

Methods : 72 suicide attempter and 115 control group completed the Korean version of the MMPI.

Results : The MMPI scores of the suicide attempters were significantly higher on the lie (L), infrequency
(F), defensiveness (K), paranoia (Pa), psychasthenia (Pt), schizophrenia (Sc), hypomania (Ma) than the com-
parison group.

Conclusion : We supposed that suicide attempter have more chance of being paranoid, psychasthenic,
schizoid or hypomanic than the control group relatively. They seem to have psychotic psychopathology
rather than neurotic psychopathology. These results suppoed that the psychopatholgy of suicide attempter
may be different from the control group. However the final decision is indefinite, it needs more well de-
signed systemic studies. (Anxiety and Mood 2012;8(2):79-85)
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L A= (F=934, p<.001), F 2% (F=548, p<.001), K A= (F=
12.45, p<.001), Pa Z=(F=9.30, p<.001), Pt %= (F=4.09, p=
.001), Sc H=(F=7.12, p<.001), Ma Z%=(F=8.74, p<.001)

Table 1. Demographic characteristics between suicide attempter group and control group

Suicide attempter group

Control group

Variables (N=72) (N=115) tor 2 p value
Age 39.42+16.87 47.10+7.81 8.85 .004
Sex
Male 41 (56.9%) 56 (48.7%) 1.21 172
Female 1(43.1%) 9 (51.3%)
Education level
High school or less 43 (59.7%) 29 (25.2%) 16.94 <.001
More than high school 29 (40.3%) 86 (74.8%)
These data represent mean+S.D., by independent t test, or N (%), by chi-square test, significant p value <.05
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Undefined 28 (38.9%)
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Table 3. MMPI profile between suicide attempter group and control group

Variables Suicide attempter group (N=72) Control group (N=115) F p value
MMPI
L 43.63+ 9.17 52.57+11.43 9.34 <.001
F 55.87+12.95 43.58+ 6.21 5.48 <.001
K 43.49+10.80 56.79+10.56 12.45 <.001
Hs 52.50+11.85 49.60+ 8.08 .63 726
D 57.51+£13.16 50.70+ 8.29 1.26 .282
Hy 52.67+ 9.91 48.90+ 8.19 .82 572
Pd 57.13+12.63 48.82+ 8.46 1.57 157
MF 45.42+12.18 46.47 + 8.95 .69 .683
Pa 58.57+13.89 44,43+ 7.78 9.30 <.001
Pt 59.53+14.94 47.58+ 9.07 4.09 .001
Sc 57.72+13.26 44,49+ 7.08 7.12 <.001
Ma 53.69+ 9.27 4238+ 8.74 8.74 <.001
Si 55.25+12.53 49.88+10.18 1.59 151

These data represent mean+S.D., ANCOVA adjusted for age, education level by general linear model, significant p value <.05.

MMPI . Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory, L : lie, F :
Hy : hysteria, Pd : psychopathic deviate, Mf :

hypomania, Si : social introversion

82

infrequency, K : defensiveness, Hs : hypochondriasis, D : depression,
masculinity-femininity, Pa : paranoia, Pt :

psychasthenia, Sc : schizophrenia, Ma :
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Table 4. MMPI profile between suicide attempter group and control group : The frequency of persons above 70T

Variables Suicide attempter group (N=72) Control group (N=115) 12 p value
MMPI

L 1(1.4%) (7.8%) 3.63 .092

F 12 (16.7%) 10 9%) 17.08 <.001

K 1(1.4%) 15 (13.0%) 7.69 .006

Hs 7 (9.7%) 1(09%) 8.47 .006

D 13 (18.1%) 2(1.7%) 15.98 <.001

Hy 3( 4.2%) 1(0.9%) 2.30 160

Pd 13 (18.1%) 1(0.9%) 18.88 <.001

Mf 2( 2.8%) 0 ( 0.0%) 3.23 147

Pa 4 (19.4%) 1(0.9%) 20.71 <.001

Pt 2 (30.6%) 2(1.7%) 32.87 <.001

Sc 6 (22.2%) 0 ( 0.0%) 27.95 <.001

Ma 3( 4.2%) 0 ( 0.0%) 4.87 .056

Si 10 (13.9%) 3( 2.6%) 8.71 .006

These data represent N (%), by Fisher's exact tests, significant p value <.05. MMPI : Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory, L :

lie, F - infrequency, K : defensiveness, Hs :

linity-femininity, Pa : paranoia, Pt : psychasthenia, Sc : schizophrenia, Ma : hypomania, Si : social introversion
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