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Abstract

Survey of University Students' Perception Degree of Korean Medical Care
Jeong-Won Lee - Gyeong-Cheol Kim*

Department of Diagnostics, College of Oriental Medicine, Dong-Eui University

Objectives
The purpose of the present study is to grasp and provide basic data necessary for the establishment of korean
healthcare policies in future.

Methods
A questionnaire developed by the author was distributed to 299 students of D University located in Busan and
collected thereafter from March 5 to June 1, 2012. Statistical processing of the data obtained was conducted
using the SPSS WIN IBM 20.0 program to indicate outcomes in frequencies and percentages.

Results

The results of the survey are as follows.

1. The number of students who were mainly using korean hospitals/clinics was 6(2.0%). The most important
factor in selecting korean medical institutions was ‘medical technology’. 2. The treatment that was received the
most frequently and the most reliable at korean medical institutions was acupuncture. The most frequent reason
for taking korean medicine was ‘prescriptions tailored to constitutions” and the most frequent reason for avoiding
korean medicine was ‘high prices’. 3. There was few number of students who knew that car insurance coverage
for traftic accidents include treatment at korean clinics. and who knew about ‘permitted standard herbal medicine’,
‘the use of disposable needles’, ‘wild ginseng pharmacopuncture’. 4. Among items necessary for the development
of korean medicine, ‘treatment technology with fast and high effects’ was the most frequently selected.

Conclusions
University students' preference for and perception of korean medicine were shown to be very low. It is considered
that public relations should be reinforced to implant correct perception of korean medicine in university students
who will be major users of hospitals and clinics.
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Variables n (%
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sex

female 179  60.2

Humanities, Statutory 16 53
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. natural sciences 60 20.1

major department .

Medical health 81 27.1
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very healthy 42 14.0
. healthy 209 69.9

condition of health

unhealthy 46 154

very unhealthy 2 07
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Table 3. The Present Condition of Visiting to korean Medical Institution V=299

Variables n (% Variables n (%
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Table 4. Perception Degree about korean Medical Treatment Technology N=299

Variables n (% Variables n (%
herb 87 30.0 side effect 20 6.7
acupuncture 130 448 insanitary herb 12 4.0
moxa 4 14 f taste and dosage
cupping 6 2.1 reaso.n. or forms of korean 64 21.5
frequent . . avoiding ..
treatment chiropractic 1 03 Korean medicine
Qigong 3 1.0 .. high price 137 46.0
. medicine .
physical therapy 5 17 liver damage 5 1.7
none 47 16.2 take functional food 12 4.0
etc. 10 34 etc. 48 16.1
herb 65 223 reason for good effect 146 489
acupuncture 143 49.0 receivin reasonable price 30 10.0
moxa 5 1.7 kz::a:; gt confidence 52 174
reliable cupping 7 24 P etc. 71 237
chiropractic 2 07 low effect 43 144
treatment . . .
Qigong 3 1.0 reason for fear of pain during 148 495
physical therapy 7 24 avoiding treatment ’
none 53 182 korean p.t insanitary 26 8.7
etc. 7 24 etc. 82 274
less side effect 29 97 general acupuncture 142 475
reason for reasonable price 6 20 pharmacopuncture 52 174
taking good effects 39 13.0 Bee Venom 9 3.0
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korean prescriptions tailored 178 596 laser acupuncture 29 9.7
medicine to constitutions ' magnetic acupuncture 5 1.7
etc. 47 157 etc. 62 20.7
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Table 5. Perception Degree about korean Medical Information N=299

Variables n (%

motor insurance know 1757
do not know 282 943

. know 14 47
insurance coverage do 1ot know %5 953
. know 58 194
standardized herb do not know 241 806
know 137 458

i 1 I

disposable needles do not know 162 54.1
Wild Ginseng know 13 43
Pharmacopuncture do not know 286 95.7
. know 123 41.1
acupuncture plastic surgery do not know 176 588

Table 6, Necessary ltems for the Development of korean Medicine N=299

Variables n (%
accurate and persuasive diagnostic methods 73 244
treatment technology with fast and high effects 145 485
convenient method for taking korean medicine 11 37
kindly and attentive service 8 27
painless acupuncture and moxa without scarring 26 8.7
public relations of korean medicinal treatment technology 33 11.0
etc. 3 1.0
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