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A Study of Student Nurses’ Observation Experiences of Human Body Dissection
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Purpose: This study attempted to describe the essential structure of nursing students’ experiences as observers of human body dis-
section. Methods: The research was undertaken as qualitative research. The data was collected through written sources of 169 stu-
dents majoring in nursing. The analysis of data was made using the phenomenological analytic method suggested by Colaizzi (1978).
Results: In this study, five categories of themes emerged. They were: ‘unfamiliar wait’,*standing at the edge of chaos’,‘growth
through reflection’, ‘be immersed in practice’, ‘winging to be a nurse’. Conclusion: This study will prove helpful not only in under-
standing nursing students’ observation experiences of human body dissection but also in describing their needs for systematic and

emotional support.
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Table 1. Nursing Students' Experiences as Observer of Human Body
Dissection

Cluster of themes Themes

Unfamiliar wait Avague journey to be walked through

The feeling of ambivalence at the roadside

Getting into a suffocated panic

Being collapsed of one's body and mind

Adjusting balances with having endurance

Cherishing the memory of cadaver

A fundamental question and rumination

My valuable body and life

Pondering what sharing is

Making an endeavor to be melt into what
has to be done

Becoming familiar with the practice

Deep emotion passing through the gate

Aflight having a vision

Standing at the edge of chaos

Growth through reflection

Be immersed in practice

Winging to be a nurse
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Figure 1. The structure of the experience of nursing student as observ-
er of human body dissection.
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