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Three Cases of Cardiac Toxicity after Intake of
Symplocar pus Renifolius

Tae Hoon Kim, M.D., Hyun Kim, M.D., Oh Hyun Kim,M.D., Yong Sung Cha, M.D.,
Kyoung Chul Cha, M.D., Kang Hyun Lee, M.D., Sung Oh Hwang, M.D.

Department of Emergency Medicine, Wonju College of Medicine, Yonsei University, Wonju, Korea

Recently, some patients have visited the emergency department for treatment of different symptoms of acute poisoning
after intake of unidentified herbs, which can be mistaken for wild edible greens, because wild edible greens are
good for health and contain vitamins, enzymes, minerals, fibers, and anticancer materials.

Winter or early spring, is extremely high, with rapid onset of severe symptoms of poisoning. There have been no
reports of poisoning by SymplocarpusRenifolius in Korea, however, we report on three severe cases involving
patients who experienced cardiogenic shock with nausea, vomiting, abdominal pain, chest discomfort, dizziness,
numbness, and general weakness.
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Fig. 1. Picture of Symplocarpus renifolius. (A) shows Symplocarpus renifolius WhICh is commonly known as amply Skunk Cabbage
foul smelling plant that prefers wetlands. (B) shows Symplocarpus renifolius the leaves of which are large.
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Fig. 2. Electrocardiogram (ECG) of the patient at visited ED. The ECG shows accelerated junctiona rhythm with wide QRS pattern.
However, he has not Left Bundle Branch Block (LBBB) on his past history.
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Fig. 3. Electrocardiogram (ECG) of the patient at visited ED. The ECG shows Sinus bradycardia with AV dissociation and accelerated

junctional rhythm.
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Fig. 4. Electrocardiogram (ECG) of the patient at visited ED. The ECG shows AV dissociation with PR prolongation due to AV node block.
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