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ABSTRACT

The Korean Nationalist Characteristics of
the Korean Blockbuster Films:
Focusing on {Joint Security Area) and {Hanbando)

Jae Hyung Ryu’

What is ‘nation’ and ‘nationalism?’ What does ‘korean nationalism’ mean? And how is korean
nationalism represented through a chain of films called ‘the korean blockbuster films?” The purpose
of this study is to answer to these questions. The characteristics of the korean blockbuster films have
been studied for quite a long time and the researchers have agreed with the context about nationalism
in a large sense. However, majority of the studies ends up in the journalistic or impressionistic criticism
without any theoretical discussion. Few theoretical criticisms also have founded on the formation process
of nation of the Western Europe and their nationalism. Hence I would like to add the discourse of
korean nationalism and to seize more accurately the social/cultural/historical peculiarity of the korean
blockbuster films. In addition, as non-nationalist narratives have recently emerged, korean blockbuster
films are entering to the evolution process. On this, the significance of this study seems to exist in
providing a cornerstone to the expected evolution theory of the korean blockbuster films by means
of complementation and reestablishment of nationalism of their first generation. <Joint Security Area>
and <Hanbando>, presenting socio-historical peculiarity of the Korean nation, are examined by the
close textual analysis.

Keywords: the korean blockbuster films, korean nationalism, <Hanbando>, <Joint Security Area>
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