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Relationships among Marital Equity, Communication, Conflict-Coping
Style and Marital Satisfaction in Korean Couples
and International Couples

Ahn, Hyun Sook*
Byun, Sang Hae™

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the influential factors of the marital satisfaction of Korean couples and international couples
and the impact of related variables involving marital equity and marital conflicts on marital satisfaction in a bid to give some suggestions
on how to keep on leading a happy married life. A survey was conducted from July to September, 2010, and the answer sheets from 79
Korean couples and 79 international couples who numbered 316 were analyzed except for the incomplete answer sheets. The women of
the international couples got the best mean scores. When the men and women of the international couples were compared, the women
scored significantly higher than the men, which showed that the former group found themselves to put more investment in their marital
relationship. Concerning ways of coping with marital conflicts in the groups, conflict intervention by oneself was most prevalent among
the men of the international couples and least among the women of the Korean couples. Regarding sex-role attitude and communication,
there were no significant differences in sex-role attitude. As to marital satisfaction, the men of the Korean couples got the highest mean
scores, and the women of the international couples scored lowest. When the correlation analysis was conducted, the variable that had the
closest correlation to marital satisfaction overall was positive problem solving by the spouse(.469), followed by conflict intervention by
the spouse(-.453), positive problem solving by oneself(.451), the academic credential of the spouse(.443) and one's own retreat from
conflict(-.409). As a result of making the regression analysis to find out which variables affected marital satisfaction, the most predictable
variable was communication scores, followed by conflict intervention by the spouse, positive problem solving by oneself, one's own

retreat from conflict, the academic credential of the spouse and psychoemotional equity.

KeyWords: marry a foreigner, marital equity, marital conflicts, marital satisfaction.
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