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Abstract

Drawing on social and cultural capital theory, the study investigates the influences of social capital and cultural
capital on the academic achievement of children in out-of-home care. We collected data from 494 children living in
out-of-home services, including institutional care facilities, foster care homes, and group homes. To analyze the
collected data, a multiple regression analysis method was used. In addition, the IV (instrumental-variables) estimation
was utilized to rule out the possibility of reverse causality. The level of children’s social capital was measured through
children’s relationships with parents and friends, parental monitoring, etc. The level of children’s cultural capital was
measured by their cultural activities, such as going to museums, and playing musical instruments. Children’s personal
characteristics and placement history in out-of-home services were used as control variables. We found that among
personal characteristic variables, self-esteem, depression and anxiety, and delinquency affected the academic
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achievement of the children. Cultural capital, but not social capital, positively affected the level of academic

achievement of the children. Based on the study results, implications for child welfare practice were discussed.
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Table 1.
Measurement of study variables
Variables Definitions and measurement Chronbach o
Gender male =1, female =0 -
Self-esteem Rosenberg’s (1965) 10 items 773
Depressionand  Achenbach’s (1991) YSR (Youth Self-Report), 13 items
Personal : . 890
o anxiety Oh et al(1998) standardized
characteristics Lying, running away, setting fires, cursing, absence, alcohol
tr l . / 7 4 / 7
(control) Delinquency abuse, etc. 12 items utilized in Korean Children Panel data 764
School bullying  Experiences of being perpetrator (6 items) or victim (6 items) 755
Level of healthiness 1 item asking how children perceive their own healthiness -
Attachment to father Three items utilized in Panel Study on Korean Children? 901
Attachment to Utilized in Panel Study on Korean Children 918
mother
Positive parental .. g .
Social attitudes Six items utilized in Panel Study on Foster Care Children 885
capital Parental monitoring Four items utilized in Korea Youth Panel Survey? 778
Positive rela@onshps Eight items utilized in Panel Study on Korean Children 814
with freinds
Cor_nmumty Six items utilized in Panel Study on Foster Care Children 563
environment
Cultural capital Frequency_ of accessing cultural resources or participating in 614
cultural activities
Table 2.
Educational performances of children in care and children in low-income families")
Categories Number of children Mean Standardized deviation
Children in care 481 0.010 0.818
Institution 133 -0.221 0.744
Group home 118 -0.259 0.906
Foster care 230 0.282 0.721
1) Standardized in Z-scores
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Table 3.
Descriptive statistics of independent variables
Children in care
Variables
Observations Mean SD
Positive relationship with friends 490 313 0.69
Parental monitoring 487 2.84 0.74
Positive parental attitude 489 3.05 0.69
Community environment 482 2.86 0.46
Cultural capital 463 -0.13 0.55
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Table 4.
Descriptive statistics of control variables
Children in care
Variables
Observations Mean SD

Foster care =1 494 048 0.50
Duration in care (month) 449 71.60 43.60
Number of placement 494 0.29 0.66
Level of healthiness 493 422 0.82
Self-esteem 480 293 0.48
Depression and anxiety 490 1.38 0.39
Delinquency 492 1.13 0.19
Perpetrator of bullying 494 1.53 0.64
Victim of bullying 494 1.33 0.47
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Table 5.
Factors of academic achievement of children out of care (IV estimation?)

Dependent variable: Level of academic achievement

) @ (©) “) ®)

Gender? 0.0494 0.0773 0.0771 0.0795 0.092
[0.0744] [0.0739] [0.0778] [0.0775] [0.0801]
Group home =1 0.00841 0.0117 0.0749 0.0565 0.0906
[0.115] [0.114] [0.127] [0.129] [0.130]
Foster care =1 0.469*** 0.312%** 0.335™ 0.332* 0.436™**
[0.0885] [0.0879] [0.113] [0.114] [0.118]
Duration in care 0.000745 0.000693 0.00157 0.00151 0.00165
[0.000949] [0.000962] [0.00105] [0.00105] [0.00103]
Number of placement -0.134 -0.154* -0.191* -0.203* -0.211*
[0.0715] [0.0743] [0.0859] [0.0857] [0.0831]
parents dead =1 -0.0397 -0.0507 -0.109 -0.0787 -0.00848
[0.0965] [0.0908] [0.119] [0.121] [0.124]
Health level 0.0944* 0.0212 0.0106 -0.00404 -0.0109
[0.0457] [0.0456] [0.0494] [0.0500] [0.0536]
Self-esteem 0.0427* 0.0325"** 0.0322*** 0.0279**
[0.00841] [0.00950] [0.00952] [0.00965]
Depression/ Anxiety 0.0147 0.0257* 0.0249* 0.0273**
[0.0102] [0.0105] [0.0104] [0.0101]
Delinquency -0.0646™ -0.0766™* -0.0759** -0.0829**
[0.0211] [0.0261] [0.0261] [0.0257]
Victim of bullying -0.00707 -0.0158 -0.0118 -0.00932
[0.0119] [0.0128] [0.0138] [0.0136]
Perpetrator of bulling 0.000665 -0.0163 -0.0162 -0.0209
[0.0160] [0.0193] [0.0192] [0.0200]
Parental monitoring —0.0456 -0.0564 -0.0769
[0.0675] [0.0671] [0.0673]
Positive parental attitude 0.0441 0.0256 0.0734
[0.0906] [0.0877] [0.0845]
Attachment to father -0.024 -0.0234 —0.00947
[0.0302] [0.0294] [0.0284]
Attachement to mother 0.046 0.0387 0.0112
[0.0316] [0.0313] [0.0304]
Community environment 0.0155 0.00719
[0.0173] [0.0171]
Positive relationship with friends 0117 0.115
[0.140] [0.138]
Cultural captal 0.262***
[0.0770]
Constant -0.659** -0.852 -0.529 -0.986 -0.734
[0.206] [0.464] [0.528] [0.678] [0.700]
Number of children 435 421 334 326 306
R-squared 0.113 0213 0.18 0.207 0.254

Standard errors in brackets. *** p < 0.001, ** p < 0.01, * p < 0.05. Standard errors were obtained by Huber-White estimation. 1) Male
= 1. 2) Instrumental variables include frequency of parental visitation for children, parental divorce or separation, and domestic
violence.
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