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Abstract

This study examined the effects of mothers’ reactions toward children’s negative emotion as well as mothers’
emotional expressivity on children’s social withdrawal. 206 children (103 boys, 103 girls; aged 4-5 years old) and
their mothers participated in the study. Mothers reported their reactions to their child’s negative emotion along with
their expressivity. The teachers completed a rating scale to measure children’s social withdrawal. The collected data
was analyzed using descriptive statistics, Pearson’s productive correlation coefficient, and hierarchical multiple
regressions. The results showed a relation between mothers’ distress reactions and punitive responses and children’s
social withdrawal. A mother’s positive expressivity was negatively related to a child’s social withdrawal. A hierarchical
regression analysis indicated that the effects of mothers’ punitive responses and minimization responses on children’s
withdrawal were moderated by a mother’s positive expressivity. Mothers’ punitive responses and minimization
responses were positively associated with children’s social withdrawal, especially for children who had the lowest level
of mother’s positive expressivity.
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Table 1.
The descriptive statistics of study variables (N = 206)
Variable Minimum Maximum M SD
Child’s social withdrawal 1.00 4.70 2.28 79
Mother’s responses to a child’s negative emotion
Distress reactions 1.00 533 251 78
Punitive responses 1.00 5.60 2.54 80
Minimization responses 117 5.17 3.36 78
Expressive encouragement 1.40 6.00 3.89 70
Emotion-focused responses 340 6.00 451 56
Problem-focused responses 333 6.00 446 59
Mother’s emotional expressivity
Positive expressivity 2.83 5.67 4.35 56
Negative expressivity 1.75 5.17 3.08 57
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Table 2.
Inter correlations among study variables (N = 206)
Variables 1) ©) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7 8
(1) Social withdrawal 1.0
(2) Distress reactions 18" 1.0
(3) Punitive responses 21 53 1.0
(4) Minimization responses 09 Agr 38 1.0
(5) Expressive encouragement -.08 =35 —24" -.09 1.0
(6) Emotion-focused responses -.02 — 247 — 26" .08 38%** 1.0
(7) Problem-focused responses .01 25" - 21 02 A7 53 1.0
(8) Positive expressivity —25%% - 19* -.19* -.15* 36" 50%** A5 1.0
(9) Negative expressivity 07 A8 39%* 14 =317 =307 24 - 16"
*p <05, *p < .01, **p < .001
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Relationship between mother’s responses with child’s negative emotion and positive expressivity to predict a child’s social

withdrawal (N = 206)

. Step 1 Step2
Variable B B B 5
Distress reactions 08 .08 .09 09
Punitive responses 18 19* 12 12
Minimization responses -.03 -.03 03 03
Expressive encouragement -.00 -.00 .06 05
Emotion-focused responses 15 A1 .03 02
Problem-focused responses 16 12 22 17
Positive expressivity -4l - 20 - 45 - .32
Distress reactions X positive expressivity -.30 -.18
Punitive responses X positive expressivity -.35 -.22*
Minimization responses X positive expressivity -.34 -.21*
Expressive encouragement X positive expressivity -.24 -.16
Emotion-focused responses X positive expressivity 36 17
Problem-focused responses X positive expressivity 04 02
R® 11 18
AR? 07*
F 3.56"** 3227
*p <.05,*p < .001
goll mAlE FEE oY) g4 Aol TAe) FIALHIE FAHH R oy fJsto] ojry <]
=AE §ﬁ1£7l et oA Bl AR A= o A AMEAGE A, of AEER Esto] Ahule] 24
Table 3¢ AAIt%ICE Table 39141 & 4= Ql5zo] X 2 g Aol ik ofmu o] A2 Nkt Abel A $1=499)
9 A A A AARFEAAB = -.32, p .00D] 5 AE w3t AvE Figure 10 AAISIAT), Figure 104 &
o, rote] 4 Aol el ofuiy o] A wheat o %ol oMY FAA PAIAY] w2 Huob=
A PNERAG =22, p (.09, HASH eI FAA Ao 5 Aol i ofuul o] A vhgol vy
Xé*iﬁﬁ*é(ﬁ = —.21, p €.05)¢] FB2E A7} ot = 2.03) (M = 2.17)°]| whef frote] At # $157d0] 72
AR 15 folRt GRS UEiglem, ol W 7 Aol7k YAl 939ket = .46, n.s). SHAIEE of iy 9]
Ade2 & 18%4 AR AU A0R e, o= oA A Ao W A okl A Al dis)
o] 1ga Aol st ofrjue] quA whe W A ojufuo] A wkgo] e fol( = 2,28) 5} A
oF wkgol srote] AbelH fl=5Ael vl dekel ofmy o0l = 7OHM = 2.90)9) 4 AHH fl540] B w2
o] A HNTHA LZo| wlz}l defAs AL ojn Aog YeERttHt = -2.63, p €.01).
shz Zolet, EQ AEAGENE AL OF Sdopr] 2lsto] ol
U] A AAERAE 4, o AR LEste) 2
7744 Al Hﬂ ofmy o] Hae} Nkt ARl 9157
e —— o] WAIE v st ATE Figure 20 AASFAL}, Figure 2
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| S = 2,12) 35(M = 2.0D0] whet foko] ALl 9154
| o oJ3t o] 7} LheRA] e3okek(t = 40, n.s.). SR o]
| U O] LAA RIS AJ0] LH AL Qofo] HAA A A
~180 +18D off thal] 2ot #he-3 W2 HojA] ¢h= ofuy (M = 2.20)

Punitive responses
Figure 1. Moderated relation between mother’s punitive
responses with child’s negative emotion and positive
expressivity to predict child’s social withdrawal.
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Figure 2. Moderated relation between mother’s
minimization responses with child’s negative emotion and
positive expressivity to predict child’s social withdrawal.
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