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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the effect of Korean dramas selection factors for
Chinese audiences on the national image of South Korea. The results of this study were as
follows: First, selection factors of Korean dramas for Chinese audiences were categorized
‘subject and content’, ‘direction and background music’, and ‘style of actor or actress’. Among
these factors, this study was found that a factor of drama’s ‘subject and content’ had an effect
on the selection of Korean dramas for Chinese audiences. Second, ‘touristic factor, ‘cultural
factor’, and ‘stylistic factor’ were examined as a national image factor of South Korea for
Chinese audiences. The Chinese audiences surveyed responded positively on ‘cultural factor’.
The images delivered through the Korean TV dramas have very much influenced the Chinese
audiences to view contemporary Korean society as a country of modern and urban elegance.
Furthermore, the audiences cognized South Korea is a friendly nation as South Korea and China
has a similar cultural background like the Confucian culture. Third, the study found selection
factors of Korean dramas for Chinese audiences had positive effects on the national image of
South Korean. These positive influences were found on ‘touristic factor’, ‘cultural factor’, and
‘stylistic factor’ From these results, Chinese audiences watch Korean dramas focused on ‘subject
and content’, ‘direction and background music’, and ‘style of actor or actress’. Watching Korean
dramas help to create the friendly national image of South Korea. The study shows a possibility
to increase an interest and preference on the Korean pop culture.
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