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A Legal Analysis of Identity Revelation of Malicious Crime’ s Suspect
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Abstract

As the increase of violent crimes such as robbery, murder, and rape has become a social
problem, the government is considering institutionalizing the identification of criminals to prevent
crime and to guarantee people’s right to know. Such an atmosphere led to the approval of the
revision of 'Special Law On the Punishment of Specific violent Crimes’ in the National Assembly
in April 2010. The revision allows the revelation of the profiles of crime suspects including the
pictures of their faces at the investigation stage. However, whether the revision had been
effective in preventing crime has not been demonstrated empirically. Moreover, identity revelation
1s a grave intrusion into privacy and an abuse of human rights such as personal rights and the
right to a fair trial, since personal information of criminal suspects would be released to the
media prior to the court’s final judgements. Also it violates the principle of presumption of
innocence, the principles of due process, the principle of double jeopardy, the principle of

prohibition against excessive, the principles of clarity, and the principle of liability.

B keyword : | Suspect's Identity | Right to Know | Crime Prevention | Principle of the Presumption of Innocence |
Principle of due Process | Principle of Double Punishment |
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