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A Study on the Development Direction for the Education for Sustainable
Development of the Ecologically-oriented Alternative Elementary School

Ji-Yeon Shin - Don-Hyung Choi"

Korea National University of Education

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to compare and analyze the educational philosophy, goal, method, content, and environment
of ecologically-oriented alternative elementary schools and suggest several practical methods for alternative education.
Both ecologism and alternative education pursue sustainable values. The educational content of ecologically-criented
alternative elementary schools, analyzed from the view of sustainable development, focuses most on the natural resources,
biodiversity, and sustainable food production, and also include human rights, peace and security, unification, cultural
diversity, and health food in terms of the social sustainability and sustainable production and consumption concerning
economic sustainability. This study should help environmental education become establish its possibility and position
as altemative education and be recognized of its educational value. Furthermore, based on the cases of ecologically-oriented
altemative elementary schools that are becoming ‘garden of environmental education’ as sustainable development education,
it should lead to ‘education communicating with environmental education at schools’.

Key words : ecologically-oriented alternative elementary school, education for sustainable development, garden of
environmental education
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