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Building Guanxi and Networks of Korean Foreign Direct Investment
Firms in China

Choe, Ja-Yeong* - Lee, Sung-Cheol**

Abstract : Guanxi could be regarded as communities based on blood, regionalism, school ties centering
on individual person. It has been used as a means of personal interests security and acquisition. What is
more, it has formed a mode of socio-economic order, which is an inter-obligation relations based on mu-
tual benefits. In practice, it is necessary to understand and accept guanxi in China, as it is a key factor to
understand consumer patterns, inter-firm relations and extra-firm relations between firm and government.
In this context, the main aim of the reserach is to identify the impact of guanxi on the business activities

of Korean foreign direct investment firms in China by investigating their networks based on guanxi.
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* Korea Enterprise Institute, Senior Researcher

** Associate Professor, Department of Geography Education, Dongguk University (Seoul Campus)



