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<Abstract>

This study examined the effect of social support on infant mother’s parenting behavior and mediating effects of parenting
stress and depression between social support and maternal parenting behavior. Participants were 2078 mothers of infant (4-10
month) in Korea. Data were analyzed by Structural Equation Model. Major findings were as follows: First, social support showed
direct effect on maternal parenting behavior. That was the more mother receive social support, mother show responsive and
warmer parenting behavior on infant.

Second, maternal parenting stress mediated the effect of social support on maternal parenting behavior. That was the more
mother receive social support, the less mother experience parenting stress, which in turn contribute to responsive and warm
parenting behavior.

Third, Maternal depression didn’'t mediate the effect of social support on maternal parenting behavior. However, social support
and maternal parenting stress showed direct effects on maternal depression. This research suggest the needs for development

of diverse social support policies and program to help mothers reduce maternal parenting stress and depression.
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Figure 1. Research Model
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Table 1. Descriptive Statistics for Major Variables
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2. Functional 315 3 15 12.56(1.97)

Social Support

3. Sociable 315 3 15 12.02(2.20)
4. Informational 2-10 2 10 8.16(1.47)
5. Maternal Parenting Stress 10-50 10 50 27.42(6.19)
6. Maternal Depression 6-30 6 30 11.68(4.22)
Maternal Parenting 7. Responsiveness 5-15 5 15 12.21(1.72)
Behavior 8. Warmth 5-15 6 15 12.09(1.63)
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Table 2. Correlation of Variables

Variables 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1 1

2 VZ S 1

3 67%%* 747 1

4 .63 %% 70%+* 69%* 1

5 =19+ - 18+ -19%* -15%* 1

6 =19+ =20+ -19%* -16%* 52#x* 1

7 6%+ 6%+ 5% 16+ =33 % 22 %** 1

8 4% 5% 3% 15+ -41** -26%** 63 %% 1
Skewness -79 -72 -44 -.66 13 .66 -46 -49
Kurtosis -71 -73 -16 -54 .05 54 56 .76

1. Emotional Social Support, 2. Functional Social Support, 3. Sociable Social Support, 4. Informational Social Support, 5. Maternal
Parenting Stress, 6. Materal Depression, 7. Maternal Parenting Behavior-Responsiveness, 8. Maternal Parenting Behavior-Warmth

p < .01, **p < .001

(r=-16, p<.001), o]#|] <]
LA (r=-26, p<.001)3} 2|3
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p<.001), oPIUe] FE2Ed 2(=-33, p<001), oY)
$-&(r=-22, p<001), oPIe] L4 (=63, p<.001)7} F
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Table 3. Model Fit Summary of Research Model

X2 df NFI CFI TLI RMSEA 95% CI for RMSEA
81.159 29+ 993 9% %91 029 022 036
sy <001

Table 4. The Maximum Likelihood Estimates of Research Model

Standardized Regression

Paths Regression Weight Weight SE CR
Path 1 -.630 .108 .03 4143
Path 2 -.630 -234 .07 -9.005***
Path 3 -191 -480 01 -13.241%+*
Path 4 -187 -101 04 -4.620%**
Path 5 -.011 -.004 .02 -131
Path 6 391 568 .02 23.345%+*
Path 1 : Social Support — Maternal Parenting Behavior
Path 2 : Social Support — Maternal Parenting Stress
Path 3 : Maternal Parenting Stress — Maternal Parenting Behavior
Path 4 : Social Support — Maternal Depression
Path 5 : Maternal Depression — Maternal Parenting Behavior
Path 6 : Maternal Parenting Stress — Maternal Depression
<001
Table 5. Direct and Indirect Effect
95%
Effect Path Estimate SE Confidence Bootstrap
percentile
1 .094** 026 054, 145
2 2127 024 -680, -454
Direct 3 -A477* 033 -215, -164
4 -.090** 021 -220, -.095
6 566** 019 362, 418
7 -210%* 024 -266, -173
Indirect
8 106** 021 084, 133

* Bootstrap Estimate:= standardized® A&
* Path 7: Social support — Maternal Depression

Path 8: Social support — Maternal Parenting Behavior
*p < .05, ¥p < .01
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Figure 2. Summary of Standardized Regression Weights, Variances & Model Fit of Research Model
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IRHOR PIES FE 59 A8H ARE ot} ¥
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