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A study on oral health behavior of
shipbuilding company workers

Eun—ju Kim - Heung—Soo Lee!

Dept. of Dental Hygiene, Mokpo Science College

lDept. of Preventive Dentistry, Wonkwang University

ABSTRACT

Objectives : The purpose of this study was to examine the oral health behavior of shipbuilding company workers
in some regions in a bid to provide information on the oral health plans for industrial fields.

Methods : The subjects in this study were 310 workers in 10 shipbuilding companies and suppliers in Jeolla
Namdo Province, on whom a self— administered survey was conducted.

Results : 1. Concerning general information about the subjects who participated in the research, gender was pos—
sessed 94.8% by men and 5.2% by women. Age was the largest in 31~40 years old with 44.2%. Marital status was
the largest in the married with 64.5%. It was the largest in under high school graduate with 71.9% for academic
background, in 2,000,000 won~3,000,000 won with 49.0% for monthly family income, and in cooking with 33.9%
for work field. 2. Research subjects toothbrushing time was indicated to be the largest in after having breakfast.
It was indicated to be twice a day with 41.3% for toothbrushing frequency. 90.3% of the respondents are not using
auxiliary oral hygiene devices. 3. Recognition on periodontal health status was found larger in workers whose
response was that their own periodontal health status is ‘healthy than workers who responded that their status
is ‘not healthy.” Workers, who don’ t have subjective symptom on periodontal status, were indicated to be larger.
4. Ratio of subjects with tooth scaling experience accounted for 59.7%. The ratio of tooth scaling experience was
indicated to be different depending on academic background and monthly family income.

Conclusions : Academic credential, monthly family income and the line of work were identified as the main factors
to affect oral health care of the shipbuilding workers. Oral health education and dynamic implementation of corpo—
rate oral health promotion which are designed to meet the needs of workers are required.(J Korean Soc Dent
Hygiene 2012:12(2):275-284)

Keywords : oral health behavior, shipbuilding company workers
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